
 
 
 
To: Board of Education From: Trustee 
   Kim Dumore 
    
Re: MOTION TO BC SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 2023 

Date: January 18, 2023 
(Public Board Meeting) 

   Decision 
    

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 
 
As of October 2022, the Coroner’s report showed that there have been 1,827 deaths due to 
illicit drug toxicity in BC, and of those, 28 were under the age of 19.  
 
The Ministry of Education included Substance Education in the K-10 PE curriculum, however 
minimal provincial guidance and training is available. 
 
While school districts have created local programs aimed at addressing the overdose crisis, 
this is not sufficient.  A coordinated inter-ministerial approach with the involvement of key 
stakeholders, including those with lived experience, is required to address this ongoing 
crisis. 
 
Related Reports & Articles: 
 

• Coroner’s Report BCCS Illicit Drug Toxicity Report to Oct 2022 - FINAL (gov.bc.ca) 
• BC Curriculum PE Physical and Health Education Introduction | Building Student 

Success - B.C. Curriculum (gov.bc.ca) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Board approve the following motion for submission to BCSTA AGM 2023: 
 
“That the BCSTA request that the provincial government establish and fund the 
implementation of provincial guidance for substance education and guidelines for 
opioid overdose response in school settings created by a provincial taskforce 
comprised of specialists from Ministry of Health, Ministry of Mental Health and 
Addiction, Ministry of Education and Child Care, Provincial Health, FNESC, Metis 
Nation BC and representatives from all education stakeholders.”       

ITEM 8 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-divorce/deaths/coroners-service/statistical/illicit-drug.pdf
https://www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca/content/physical-and-health-educationintroduction
https://www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca/content/physical-and-health-educationintroduction


18.
 Substance Education and Opioid Overdose Response in School 

Settings

Category: Educational Programs

Motion #: 18 : A202318 Sponsor: Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows

Meeting: AGM 2023 Action: not specified

Category: Outcome:

Added to Comprehensive School 

Health WG Terms of Reference (for 

Board Approval August 2023)

Meeting with Minister Singh and 

Minister Whiteside on October 11, 

2023

Dec 2023 - Jan 2024: part of work of 

CSHWG, updated TOR to reflect 

focus on this motion

Disposition: Carried  

Motion as Adopted:
BE IT RESOLVED:
THAT BCSTA request the provincial government establish and fund the implementation of provincial guidance for 

substance education and guidelines for opioid overdose response in school settings; created by a provincial taskforce 

comprised of specialists from: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Mental Health and Addiction, Ministry of Education and Child 

Care, Provincial Health, FNESC, Metis Nation BC and representatives from all education stakeholders, including those 

with lived experience.

Motion as Presented:
BE IT RESOLVED:
THAT BCSTA request the provincial government establish and fund the implementation of provincial guidance for 

substance education and guidelines for opioid overdose response in school settings; created by a provincial taskforce 

comprised of specialists from: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Mental Health and Addiction, Ministry of Education and Child 

Care, Provincial Health, FNESC, Metis Nation BC and representatives from all education stakeholders, including those 

with lived experience.

Rationale:
As of October 2022, the Coroner’s report showed that there have been 1,827 deaths due to illicit drug toxicity in BC, and 

of those, 28 were under the age of 19.

The Ministry of Education included Substance Education in the K-10 PE curriculum; however, minimal provincial 
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guidance and training is available.

While school districts have created local programs aimed at addressing the overdose crisis, this is not sufficient. A 

coordinated inter-ministerial approach with the involvement of key stakeholders, including those with lived experience, 

and students is required to address this ongoing crisis.

Reference(s):
Coroner’s Report

BCCS Illicit Drug Toxicity Report to Oct 2022 - FINAL (gov.bc.ca)

BC Curriculum PE

Physical and Health Education Introduction | Building Student Success - B.C. Curriculum (gov.bc.ca)

This is an action motion and does not change or contradict any existing Foundational or Policy Statement.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-divorce/deaths/coroners-service/statistical/illicit-drug.pdf
https://www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca/content/physical-and-health-educationintroduction
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