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We hope you enjoy our annual District Highlights magazine — a round-up of stories 
from our school communities during the 2023/24 school year. Many of the stories 
in this issue come with video content. To access the videos that accompany the 
stories, click on the movie ticket/popcorn icon on the page. 

Do you have an interesting story of student achievement that you would like to 
share with the community? Send your idea(s) to communications@sd42.ca.
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LETTER FOR FAMILIES FROM MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 
CHILD CARE RACHNA SINGH





As the 2023/24 school year ends for most of our schools, I am also 
concluding my first 100 days as the new Superintendent of Schools for the 
Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District. The goal of my first 100 days 
was to prioritize learning the culture and context of this district. Our annual 
District Highlights magazine does a wonderful job of capturing some of this 
culture through the stories of our schools. I invite you to explore these stories.

Over the last 100 days, I have been incredibly fortunate to be able to visit 
each school and department and meet students, staff, and families. I have also 
been able to meet with Rights-holders, partners and many community groups.

Although it is difficult to capture everything I have seen, heard, and 
experienced, the following themes resonate with me as I reflect on all the 
reasons I am grateful to be a part of this district:

•	 This is a great school district with amazing team members who strive to support students in achieving their 
potential every day.

•	 Staff have an immense amount of well-earned pride in the work they are doing.
•	 This is a tightly connected and caring learning community.
•	 There is a deep commitment to inclusion in classrooms, schools, and across the district.
•	 Staff embrace the growing diversity of the communities we serve as a strength and an opportunity to deepen our work.

•	 The number of community groups who generously support the district, schools, and students is overwhelming.

As with all systems – even great ones – there are challenges. Like other school districts across the province and the 
country, the Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District is experiencing high levels of daily teacher absences that we 
are unable to fill. This past school year, we’ve seen a daily average of 20.5 instances where teacher absences could not be 
covered by a teacher teaching on call (TTOC). On some days, this number has been as high as 56. School teams have 
been attempting to manage these unfilled absences by having support teachers, English Language Learners teachers, 
librarians, principals and other such professionals cover classrooms when a certified TTOC is not available. While we 
appreciate the immense efforts of staff, this approach has created a significant strain on the system and is unsustainable 
in the long term.   

So, for the 2024/25 school year, we will be joining other districts in the Fraser Valley – including Langley, 
Abbotsford, and Chilliwack – in addressing these unfilled absences by hiring educated and experienced yet uncertified 
individuals to join our team as uncertified teachers on call (relief teachers). We will be prioritizing applicants who 
have a post-secondary degree and demonstrated experience working with children/youth, including teachers who 
completed their teaching degree in another country. Relief teachers will be deployed in situations where we have 
exhausted our list of all available certified TTOCs. We look forward to seeing the positive impact these individuals will 
have in our system. 

Thank you for the incredible work you have done this year. I know it has been challenging, and your efforts and 
contributions are truly appreciated. I wish you a wonderful summer and look forward to our continued collaboration in 
the 2024/25 school year.

Teresa Downs 
Superintendent of Schools

MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TERESA DOWNS
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Mural artist Jason Craft at work painting the Garibaldi Secondary cafeteria wall.

The cafeteria wall at Garibaldi Secondary School 
(GSS) is getting a makeover, with the painting of a 
new mural. 

It’s a project that has been in the works for the past two 
years by Brent McGimpsey, teaching chef in charge of the 
school’s culinary arts program.

“We wanted to paint something on our wall in our 
cafeteria to make it a beautiful space that students wanted 
to be [in] and that they would enjoy,” he said, adding he 
wanted it to reflect who the students are.

Once McGimpsey had the idea 
for an inclusion mural, he began 
consulting staff and students on what 
sort of elements to include.

“There was a lot of stopping and 
starting and rethinking, saying, ‘OK, 
what do we really want this to be? 
What best represents inclusion at 
Garibaldi?’” he said.

The group brainstormed ideas, debating which elements 
to include. The result was a design including the iconic 
Golden Ears landscape, with word clouds, showcasing 
animals and different seasons.

“We came up with a word bank of inclusive words 
and caring words that represent our school community,” 
McGimpsey said.

Then it was time to find an artist. They turned to Jason 
Craft, a local artist who has painted murals in several 
schools across the community.

“Brent gave me a grocery list of ideas,” Craft said. “There 
are three elements in the mural that include word clouds. 
There’s a bear, there’s the water and the tree.”

Craft put together a draft based on the ideas and sent it 
to McGimpsey.

“They look at it, and usually they’ll say, ‘we like this, we 
like this, but could you change this?’ 
And that’s what we do. We just went 
back and forth over the period of a year, 
year and a half,” Craft said.

Eventually they arrived at the final 
design for the wall of the cafeteria.

McGimpsey hopes students feel a 
sense of inclusion when they look at the finished product.

“I want students to be able to see themselves reflected 
in a part of the school, no matter who they are, no matter 
their belief, their sex, their gender, anything,” he said. “I 
want students to feel comfortable in their own skin and to 
enjoy being in the space.”

NEW MURAL AT GARIBALDI SECONDARY CELEBRATES INCLUSION

bit.ly/3Xy4lPt

https://bit.ly/3Xy4lPt
https://bit.ly/3Xy4lPt
https://bit.ly/3Xy4lPt
https://bit.ly/3Xy4lPt
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There was excitement in the air at Albion 
Elementary. 

All the staff and students were outside, 
standing in front of the school. They held up signs with 
supportive messages, including, “Thank you for helping 
our community,” “Don’t give up,” and “Keep going.”

For the first time ever, the school was one of the stops 
on the Cops for Cancer Tour de Coast route. 

The annual bicycle ride by first responders spans eight 
days and 800 kilometres across the province’s coast, 
raising money for childhood cancer research.

“We have a parent who is part of the team,” explained 
Tanya Dailey, Albion’s principal. “Brooke Brooks 

Albion Elementary students cheer on the cyclists participating in Cops for Cancer Tour de Coast 2023.

TOUR DE COAST MAKES A STOP AT 
ALBION ELEMENTARY

COPS FOR CANCER

approached us and it sounded like a good way to not only 
build school community, but also support a good cause.”

When the cyclists rolled into the school parking lot, 
the students began cheering. The riders parked their 
bikes, thanked the students for their support and handed 
out police sticker badges, before taking off to continue 
their journey.

“It was truly amazing!” Dailey said. “The kids were 
excited. They really enjoyed the stickers and getting high-
fives from the officers and riders. They got to see and 
interact with the police in positive way.”

The school community raised $638 for Tour de 
Coast 2023.
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“We need to not forget that we treat 
the land as we treat each other. We 
say thank you because the land 
that we stand on was not always 
the same. We must all protect the 
land that we live on. This land is 
borrowed and not owned.”

Isla, Grade 7
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Grade 6/7 students at Maple 
Ridge Elementary learned 
how to write their own 

meaningful land acknowledgements 
as part of Truth and Reconciliation 
Week.

“A land acknowledgement is a 
recognition of us understanding the 
past, present and future,” explained 
Shelby Henry, an Aboriginal resource 
teacher with the district. “So that we 
recognize the past harms, the present 
work that we’re doing and the future 
reconciliation.”

Henry, who is Anishinaabe, 
led the hour-long lesson on 
Monday morning. She taught the 
students the importance of land 
acknowledgements and explained why 
they need to be meaningful.

“We want to get out of that scripted 
statement where, OK, this is what we 
have to do at the beginning of this 
assembly, meeting or event. We need 
to get out of that script and we need to 
bring meaning to it,” she said.

How you do that, Henry explained, 
is by understanding the history, 
the colonial harms and injustices 
Indigenous communities have faced 
for many years. It’s acknowledging the 
territory and the deep, meaningful 
connection Indigenous peoples have 
to the land.

The acknowledgements the 
students wrote all began with the 
same text. The protocol:

I would like to acknowledge that 
Maple Ridge Elementary School is 

located on the shared, traditional and 
unceded territory of the Katzie First 
Nation and Kwantlen First Nation.

“After we say that protocol, which 
is important, then we get to our 
meaning,” Henry said. “Why is [the 
land] meaningful to us? And then 
bring it back to the Indigenous people 
taking care of it, the caretakers, and 
how thankful we are of them taking 
care of the land.”

Brynnley, one of the Grade 6 
students in the class, wrote about how 
grateful she was for the land in her 
acknowledgement.

“I promise to protect this land 
because it is very special,” Brynnley 
wrote. “We say thank you for sharing 
the land, the trees, the traditions, the 
moss and the water. And for that, I am 
very grateful to the Katzie First Nation 
and the Kwantlen First Nation.”

Meanwhile, Isla, who is in Grade 7, 
wrote: “We need to not forget that we 
treat the land as we treat each other. 
We say thank you because the land 
that we stand on was not always the 
same. We must all protect the land 
that we live on. This land is borrowed 
and not owned.”

Grade 6 student Max wrote about 
the injustices faced by Indigenous 

communities.

“The land was unfairly taken from 
the Indigenous people when the 
government came to take over and 
take the Indigenous children away,” 
she wrote. “The Indigenous people 
lost so much from their language and 
traditions. Their identity was taken 
away when the government broke the 
peace that the Indigenous people had 
with the spirits of nature, with the 
plants and everything on the land.”

“We need to put effort, care, 
time and heart into the land 
acknowledgements because it’s more 
than that,” Max continued. “It’s 
understanding that what we did in the 
past was wrong… cruel, unjust and 
scarring. We need to show them that 
we are ready to listen, we’re ready to 
care.”

MAPLE RIDGE STUDENTS LEARN HOW TO MAKE 
MEANINGFUL LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WEEK

bit.ly/3Xy4xyb

https://bit.ly/3Xy4xyb
https://bit.ly/3Xy4xyb
http://bit.ly/3Xy4xyb
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Sitting on the steps inside 
Alouette Elementary, Brayden 
pointed at the middle of his 

poster.

“The kid at the bottom is supposed 
to be me going to residential school,” 
the Grade 7 student said. “Because 
I’m Indigenous as well, so it’s like I’m going to residential 
school.”

“And then there’s a cross at the very top, meaning 
since they’re trying to make them Christian and get rid 
of their culture.”

ALOUETTE ELEMENTARY STUDENTS CREATE ARTWORK 
FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMUNITY EVENT

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WEEK

See next page 

Alouette Elementary students show off the event posters they created for the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.

Brayden’s poster is one of six being 
recognized by the planning committee 
for the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation community event being 
held in Maple Ridge.

The students had been asked to create 
thoughtful posters to advertise the 

gathering with the theme, ‘Healing Journey Continues 
Through Truth and Reconciliation.’

Elder Coleen Pierre from the Katzie First Nation 
has been organizing the event for the past 10 months, 
along with PLEA Community Services, the Fraser River 

bit.ly/4cSJPxx

https://bit.ly/4cSJPxx
https://bit.ly/4cSJPxx
https://bit.ly/4cSJPxx
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Indigenous Society and other community members and 
organizations.

“How I came about that name is there will always be 
healing no matter what angle we look at,” she said.

Once the name of the event was determined, Pierre 
wanted to get students involved.

“I said, I want to know, I want to get it from a youth, a 
student perspective,” Pierre explained. “I want to know 
how they define it.”

Ayaan, who is in Grade 6, had the winning design that’s 
now being used to raise awareness about the event. He 
says the healing journey is a process.

“It means like maybe you won’t ever be the same, 
but slowly, you might try to get better and better, and 
eventually, you might be able to recover from that. But 
even if you don’t, it’s still good to be in a better mental 
place than you were before,” Ayaan explained.

When the planning committee saw the students’ 
submissions, they wanted to express their gratitude. 
They met with the students at Alouette Elementary to 
say thank-you and give each of them a gift card to express 
their appreciation.

“The students nowadays are so brilliant, their 
minds,” Pierre said. “And it’s not a matter of their minds 
wandering. They really got there.”

The illustrations are going to help them understand 
and come to terms with it all, Pierre added.

“It’s not just pictures, it’s their own thoughts…. And 
that gives me more reason to go for the gold,” she said.

“I’m determined to make my circle stronger – not 
every year – every day. And it’s through the goodness of 
their hearts and minds that is making it possible for what 
I’m accomplishing.”

The community gathering was held between 10 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. on Sept. 30, 2023, at Memorial Peace Park. 
The collaborative event supported learning and healing, 
provided a safe space for those impacted by residential 
schools, and included Indigenous drum groups, special 
guest speakers, orange shirt painting, vendors, and the 
creation of a community art project.

Poster by Grade 7 student Brayden.

Grade 6 student Ayaan with his winning poster design.
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Teachers decided to create bulletin 
boards for each of their classes as a 
way to showcase what the students 
were learning about. Each board 
was different and would teach the 
students something new.
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The teachers decided to create 
bulletin boards for each of their classes 
as a way to showcase what the students 
were learning about. Each board was 
different and would teach the students 
something new.

Some teachers read their classes 
storybooks by Indigenous authors and then had their 
students create art or poetry based on what they learned.

After the boards were completed, the intermediate 
students, ranging from grades 3 to 7, were able to walk 
through and look at the different displays.

Walking down Laity 
View Elementary’s 
intermediate classes 

hallway is a learning experience this 
Truth and Reconciliation week.

The bulletin boards lining the walls 
on either side are full of art, text, and 
a common theme: Injustices Indigenous communities 
have faced.

“The initial idea came from an intermediate teachers’ 
meeting that we had,” said Sara Maher, a Grade 6/7 
teacher at Laity View. “We were discussing ways to 
honour the week for truth and reconciliation. We wanted 
to find a way to collaborate as a team.”

bit.ly/4eDr1Ur

Grade 6/7 students Khushi and Della created flowers for their Every Child Matters bulletin board.

See next page 

LAITY VIEW ELEMENTARY TRANSFORMS HALLWAY INTO 
GALLERY TO TEACH ABOUT RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WEEK

https://bit.ly/4eDr1Ur
https://bit.ly/4eDr1Ur
https://bit.ly/4eDr1Ur
http://bit.ly/4eDr1Ur
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Grade 5/6 students Kelechi and Maya helped make their class’ medicine wheel display board.

“From there, we asked primary classes to come down 
and do what we’re calling a gallery walk,” Maher said. 
“And we’re just hoping that when they come down with 
their teachers, it’ll spur more discussion, more questions 
around truth and reconciliation.”

Grade 6/7 students Khushi and Della created flowers for 
their bulletin board with each petal listing a right that was 
taken from children who attended residential school.

“I wrote, the right not to be bullied. The right to have 
fun and play, the right to live in a safe space, the right to 
live with your family, and the right to have good health 
care,” Khushi said.

Kelechi, whose Grade 5/6 class featured the medicine 
wheel on their display board, said it’s important to learn 
about the past.

“They did do something really wrong to torture those 
kids, tell them to cut their hair and not speak their own 
language,” she said.

Grade 5 student Brady also stressed the importance of 
knowing the history.

“Because if we didn’t know it, nothing would change,” 
he explained. “Because the more we know, the more 
change we can give.”
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The trail behind  c̓əsqənelə 
Elementary is lined with 
painted rocks that form a 

lengthy snake.

“It looks like a real snake... that’s 
made out of rocks,” explained Abigail, a 
Grade 3 student.

The 157-metre path the snake is being built on 
connects the school and the neighbouring Albion 
Community Centre. 

“Our goal was to activate the trail and we wanted to do 
it with the students and introduce it through a kindness 
project,” said Jen Baillie, the recreation coordinator at 
Albion Community Centre. “With the community centre 
and the school being on the same site, it’s important for 

this to be one larger community.”

With the addition of the rock snake, 
that community connection is even 
clearer.

“It was like you were putting like a 
rock collection down,” said Julia, who is 
in Grade 2. “It was really pretty, I really 

like what everybody else did.”

The students were able to paint their own rocks, with 
the theme of ‘kindness’ in mind, and place them on the 
trail to be part of the snake.

“We thought it would be a great way of bringing the 
kids together and encouraging them to access all of 

See next page 

c̓əsqənelə ELEMENTARY CONNECTS SCHOOL AND 
COMMUNITY CENTRE WITH KINDNESS SNAKE

bit.ly/45BfRvn

https://bit.ly/45BfRvn
https://bit.ly/45BfRvn
https://bit.ly/45BfRvn
http://bit.ly/45BfRvn
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the great programs that are at the Albion Community 
Centre,” said Janet Smith, c̓əsqənelə’s teacher-librarian.

The community centre offers after-school 
programming, child care, and sport and fitness programs.

Some of these programs, Smith added, are even hosted 
at the school, including pickleball and basketball.

The ‘kindness’ theme points to the growing 
relationship and collaboration between the two facilities.

“We feel kindness is at the heart of our community,” 
Smith said. “Definitely the heart of our school.”

Grade 2 student Oliver says kindness is important.

“So you don’t hurt other people’s feelings,” he 
explained.

Preston, who is also in Grade 2, agreed.

“I think it was a good idea because if you’re kind and 
you ask people, ‘do you want to be [my] friend?’ they 
might say yes,” she said.
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See next page 

“We thought it would be a great way 
of bringing the kids together and 
encouraging them to access all of 
the great programs that are at the 
Albion Community Centre.”

Janet Smith, teacher-librarian
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MAPLE RIDGE, PITT MEADOWS SCHOOLS 
RAISE TENS OF THOUSANDS 

TERRY FOX RUNS

Whether it was throwing a 
pie in a teacher's face or 
participating in a school 

run, students in Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows found different ways to raise 
money for cancer research.

At least 18 schools in the district put on 
their Terry Fox Runs during the months 
of September and October, raising more than $25,000.

“We hope that the kids take away the understanding of 
what Terry did,” said Chad Raible, principal of Kanaka 
Creek Elementary. “The fact that he gave to something 
that was more than himself.” 

Kanaka Creek Elementary held its run through their 
neighbourhood, with help from staff and RCMP. Six 
hundred students from grades 1 to 7 ran out from the 

gym doors, through the school yard, 
across the street, around the Kanaka 
Creek Regional Park, and back.

It was important to participate, 
according to Grade 2 and 3 students 
Ella and Will.

“Because Terry Fox ran with one leg to 
raise money for cancer research,” Ella explained.

“Because we want to finish what Terry Fox started,” Will 
added.

Meanwhile, students at c̓əsqənelə Elementary heard from 
a school ambassador with the Terry Fox Foundation 
before their run.

bit.ly/3RFOHO6

See next page 

https://bit.ly/3RFOHO6
https://bit.ly/3RFOHO6
https://bit.ly/3RFOHO6
http://bit.ly/3RFOHO6
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The ambassador, Kayje Nogue, explained who Terry was 
and why he ran the Marathon of Hope.

“Terry Fox set goals for himself and I want the kids to set 
goals for themselves,” said Nogue. “He trained 14 months 
before he started his Marathon of Hope. He knew to take 
his time and to start small. I want kids to think about that.”

Terry’s story shows the power of “yet,” which is an 
important lesson at c̓əsqənelə Elementary, according to 
Wes Reamsbottom, the school’s principal.

“[It] means if you can’t do something yet, it doesn’t mean 
that you won’t be able to do it eventually,” he explained. 
“Terry Fox was kind of an inspiration for yet. You know, 
he took it one step at a time.”

c̓əsqənelə Elemetary raised more than $5,000 for the 
foundation. Students who raised more than $50 had their 
names entered in a draw to pie a staff member in the face.

“Kids really like to put pies in the faces of their teachers, 
vice-principals and principals,” Reamsbottom said, 
laughing. “But it was just an incentive… to honour the 
people that worked really hard to raise money for cancer 
research.”
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Two teachers at Thomas Haney 
Secondary are being recognized 
by the premier for their 

collaborative approach to education.

Mark Biggar and Todd Goodman 
have taught several classes together: 
Law, human geography, computer 
programming, film production, media design, 3D 
modelling, architecture, and the list goes on.

“We collaborate on everything we do, all of our marking, 
all of our assessments, all of our planning and our 
creation, everything is together,” Goodman explained.

THOMAS HANEY SECONDARY TEACHERS 
RECEIVE PREMIER’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

“And we’ve learned to be really efficient 
with the way we plan as well,” added 
Biggar.

It’s this sort of work that led to the two 
teachers winning the 2023 Premier’s 
Awards for Excellence in Education in 
outstanding team collaboration.

During class, both teachers are in the room. One of them 
may lead the lesson, while the other circulates the room 
to check for understanding and answer questions.

bit.ly/3xw8gSd

Thomas Haney teachers Todd Goodman and Mark Biggar received a 2023 Premier’s Award for Excellence in Education.

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

See next page 

https://bit.ly/3xw8gSd
https://bit.ly/3xw8gSd
https://bit.ly/3xw8gSd
https://bit.ly/3xw8gSd
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But the collaboration doesn’t end with the lesson.

“It’s very common that we’re here until 5 p.m. every 
single day, five days a week, and there are always still 
students in our room,” Goodman said.

Goodman and Biggar run the video game club on 
Mondays, board game club on Thursdays, and run a 
role-playing game club with another teacher as well. 
Throughout the year, they put on special events for the 
clubs, including LAN parties, long board game nights, 
and a live action role-playing game (LARP).

“We try to foster a very healthy, welcoming, inclusive culture 
here at Thomas Haney,” Goodman said. “We do a lot of that 
through our clubs and our after-school activities.”

Grade 11 student Quinn Callander has taken several 
classes with the pair of teachers and participates in all the 
after-school clubs they put on. He spends a couple hours 
every day after school taking part.

“I like the atmosphere they bring to the room,” Callander 
said. “They go above and beyond for their work.”

After often hearing about his time in class and how much 
he enjoys tech lab, Callander’s parents decided to nominate 
Goodman and Biggar for the award earlier this year.

The two were grateful to be nominated, and when they 
found out they had won, they were stunned.

“I kind of sat there for a minute, just trying to 
understand. I didn’t think I was going to win, there are so 
many amazing teachers and educators in this province,” 
said Goodman.

“It’s too bad in some ways that this award does go to the 
two of us when we work with so many other people as 
well,” added Biggar. “We wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t 
for everyone else that helped us along the way and also 
works with us.”

What makes the win even more special was that it was 
a student who had put their names forward, the two 
teachers said.

“It feels great,” Callander said, of them being chosen 
for the award. “It’s nice to know that they’re being 
recognized for the work they do.”

Goodman and Biggar were two of 34 education 
professionals across the province who received the 
Premier’s Awards for Excellence in Education this year. 
The award recipients were celebrated at a ceremony at 
Government House in Victoria on Oct. 26.
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Students at Hammond Elementary put on their 
rain boots and celebrated the fall season with an 
outdoor pumpkin patch, a petting zoo, crafts, and 

fun games.

Each class was taken to the pumpkin patch on the field, 
where students were able to pick a gourd to take home.

Then they moved on to the crafts table, where they 
learned how to make and decorate Halloween stress balls.

The petting zoo was next, with a donkey, sheep, goats and 
bunnies.  

After that, the students moved inside to play some fall-
themed games in the gymnasium.

HAMMOND ELEMENTARY PUTS ON OUTDOOR 
FALL FAIR

bit.ly/3RImYwa

CELEBRATING THE FALL SEASON

https://bit.ly/3RImYwa
https://bit.ly/3RImYwa
https://bit.ly/3RImYwa
https://bit.ly/3RImYwa
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NEW PLAYGROUND UNVEILED AT c̓əsqənelə 
ELEMENTARY

OUTDOOR PLAY

c̓əsqənelə Elementary has a new 
playground for students to enjoy, 
made possible because of a large 

community effort.

“We have a lot of great kids that are 
super happy to have the playground 
finally, to be able to play on,” said 
Chrystal Akiyama, a member of  c̓əsqənelə’s parent 
advisory council (PAC). “We have worked very hard over 
the past few years together as a PAC and a community 
with our parents and our team supporters throughout the 
school district.”

The playground took two years of effort, including 

fundraising, finding a supplier, and 
building the structure.

“It was a long process, and all of our 
hearts went into it 150 per cent,” 
Akiyama said. “Honestly, we couldn’t ask 
for anything better. We got exactly what 
we set out to do.”

The PAC fundraised $97,000 for the playground while 
the school district contributed $61,000 in capital funds, 
and $6,500 was raised in donations.

The school community wanted a playground that was 

Members of c̓əsqənelə Elementary's PAC stand in front of the new playground with their children.

bit.ly/3zpmG76

See next page 
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“It was a long process, and all 
of our hearts went into it 150 
per cent. Honestly, we couldn’t 
ask for anything better. We got 
exactly what we set out to do.”

Chrystal Akiyama, cc̓ə̓sqəneləəsqənelə PAC member
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going to blend in with the surroundings but still offer a 
creative, challenging way to play, and that’s where Habitat 
Systems, the playground equipment supplier, came in.

The new playground features multiple slides, monkey 
bars, spinners, nets, climbers and built-in shade, all tied 
together with the nature-inspired theme of “treetops.”

“The concept behind the structure is as if you’re hanging 
in the trees, swinging from branches, and at an elevation 
that’s going to make you feel that you’re up in the trees,” 
explained Brad Neufeld, business development manager 
with Habitat Systems.

The idea, he added, is that there’s something for 
everyone. There are all sorts of overhead components the 
children can swing from, and several different routes they 
can take, including some that are more accessible while 
others are more challenging.

The reviews from students so far are promising.

“I think it’s definitely a tree,” Grade 3 student Ella said, 
adding, “we learn a lot about First Nations, nature and 
golden eagles, so I think it does fit.”

Boia, who is in Grade 2, says she will be using the 
playground often.

“It’s really cool and fun to play on,” she explained.

Grade 4 student Ainslea is a fan of the colours.

“It’s really nice because it’s like right in front of the forest 
and it matches all the colours and stuff,” she said.

Part of the playground has a rubberized surface so 
mobility devices can access the structure as well.

“We understand that this park gets used after hours or on 
the weekends,” Neufeld said, “so if a grandmother is here 
with the grandkids, you want to have that accessibility.”
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Starting this year, students in the 
Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows 
School District taking the metal 

fabrication foundations program are 
able to receive a new, additional marine 
fitting certification.

“It’s a skill set that’s unique, that’s in 
demand and it’s also very sought after provincially and 
nationally,” said Brad Dingler, trades and apprenticeships 
coordinator with SD42.

The program expansion was made possible through the 
district’s partnership with the British Columbia Institute 
of Technology (BCIT) to provide trades training to high 
school students in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows.

MARINE FITTER CERTIFICATION NOW OFFERED 
TO MAPLE RIDGE, PITT MEADOWS STUDENTS

SD42 is one of four districts chosen 
by BCIT to receive funding from a $5.5 
million grant donated by the Dennis 
and Phyllis Washington Foundation 
in conjunction with Seaspan ULC and 
Southern Railway of British Columbia.

“It opens up opportunities for our 
students that were previously not available,” Dingler 
explained. “It allows us to offer students more industry-
ready skills that enable them to enter the workforce with 
a greater understanding of the industry.”

The marine fitter endorsement extends the current 

TRADES AND APPRENTICESHIPS

See next page 

Secondary students in the district’s metal fabrication program express their appreciation.

bit.ly/4bnQNZY

https://bit.ly/4bnQNZY
https://bit.ly/4bnQNZY
https://bit.ly/4bnQNZY
https://bit.ly/4bnQNZY
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metal fabrication program by three weeks to provide 
training in the shipbuilding and repair industry.

Students will learn how to create lofts, read blueprints, 
construct and repair ship structures, outfit ships, and 
erect hull blocks.

Grade 12 student Demetre Cherras is in the metal 
fabrication program and says this is a great opportunity.

“I’m thinking maybe I can get a job easier with it,” he 
explained. “It’s a pretty sweet job too, it’s pretty cool to 
say that I would be 18 and working in marine fitting, so I 
really like that opportunity. It’s going to be awesome.”

Student Kai Briggs, who is also taking the program this 
year, agreed.

“It gives you a lot more options on what you can do,” 
she said. “Especially at a young age, it’s good to have all of 
those things.”

Alexis Loukianov, another trades student, says he 
already works in the industry surveying and inspecting 
vessels, but this would change things.

“I see all that fitting and everything done,” he 
explained. “It would be a different story if I was doing it.”

The curriculum for the marine fitter endorsement 
was developed by BCIT in consultation with industry 
professionals and will be delivered by experienced 
instructors. Entrance into the program, however, is 
limited to students who have successfully completed 
metal fabricator level 1.

“The funding is going to benefit our students for 
seven years, which is a significant investment in not 
only the youth in our community, but the general trades 
availability in the future,” Dingler noted.

In addition to the new marine fitting certification, 
the funding will also be used to make the program 
more accessible to students by minimizing costs like 
transportation, textbooks and consumables.

“This funding has reduced that financial barrier so we 
can now offer it to youth who may not have thought of 
it as an option in the past,” Dingler said. “It’s made it not 
only accessible, but an increased in-demand trade in our 
school district.”

For more information about SD42’s apprenticeship 
training programs, including metal fabrication, visit 
apprenticeship.sd42.ca.

http://apprenticeship.sd42.ca
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German student Pauline 
took Maple Ridge – Pitt 
Meadows School District’s 

international education program in 
2021 and lived with the Zanotto family 
as part of the homestay program.

Two years later and an ocean apart, 
they still talk every day.

“She spent a lot of time with us and we got really close,” 
said Sara Zanotto. “When she’s here, she’s not a guest - 
she just lives here. I don’t know, it just feels like home.”

HOST FAMILY ATTENDS INTERNATIONAL 
HOMESTAY STUDENT’S GRADUATION IN GERMANY

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

“Basically another kid,” added her 
husband, Chris.

For their two children, Bella and 
Maxéa, Pauline was like an older sister.

“It just became normal and then 
when she left, it was like, where is she? 
And it [was] not normal,” said Bella, 

who is in Grade 6.

Pauline enjoyed her time in Pitt Meadows so much, 

bit.ly/4bh3bLp

The Zanotto family visits their homestay student Pauline and her family in Germany.

See next page 

https://bit.ly/4bh3bLp
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https://bit.ly/4bh3bLp
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“It was really emotional for me 
because I missed her so much.”

- Maxéa, Grade 3
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she came back the following summer in 2022 to visit.

“She still had one more year to do and she’s like, ‘it’d 
be cool if you came to my graduation,’” Sara said. “Chris 
and I kind of talked about it and we decided if we did a 
lot of overtime and worked really hard, we could take our 
family there.”

So in June this year, the Zanottos packed their bags and 
went on their first trip overseas as a family.

They had never met the rest of Pauline’s family in 
person, Sara explained, so they were feeling a little 
nervous.

“But as soon as we got there, it was like su casa es mi 
casa,” said Chris.

“It was really emotional for me because I missed her so 
much,” said Maxéa, who is in Grade 3.

Watching Pauline finally cross the stage at graduation 
was another emotional moment for the Pitt Meadows 
family.

“Oh, I bawled, of course,” said Sara.

“Like I said, she was like a kid to me, right?” Chis said. 
“My own kid.”

“She’s our family,” Sara added.

During their time there, they were also able to catch up 
with Tabea, another one of their homestay students who 
lives in Germany.

It is stories like this that are at the heart of the 
homestay program, according to Tricia McCuaig, 
international education principal with SD42.

“It’s really what the ultimate goal of the program is,” 
she explained. “Finding that connection with a person 

and deepening an understanding of what it’s like to live in 
other places in the world.”

Hearing about the Zanotto family’s trip and seeing 
photos brought so much joy to the international 
education team, McCuaig said.

“To see it transpire where we get feedback from the 
host family saying this is why we do this, we do this 
for the connection, we do it for the relationships – it 
just supports everything that we do and everything we 
believe in in international education,” she said.

The district’s homestay program allows local families 
to experience another culture and in cases like this one, 
make a connection that could last a lifetime.

“It’s just so crazy that we didn’t know her at all and now 
she’s one of us,” Sara said. “Every single one of our friends 
and our family, when I say Pauline, they know who that 
is.”

“Yeah, she sends us Christmas gifts,” Chris said.

“And we send things back,” Sara added.

To learn more about becoming a homestay family and 
hosting an international student, visit inted.sd42.ca.

https://inted.sd42.ca/host-a-student/hosting-information/


District Highlights: 2023/24 | Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 33 

Secondary students in 
Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows have one 

more option when it comes to 
picking their classes.

The Maple Ridge – Pitt 
Meadows School District, 
in partnership with Ridge 
Meadows College, is offering 
an early childhood education 
(ECE) dual credit program 
for Grade 12 students.

“Students who love working 
with young children should 
consider the program,” said 
Will Carne, manager of Ridge 
Meadows College. “From 
birth to the age of 5 is a key developmental time for 
children. Early childhood educators can have a positive 
effect on a child’s life.”  

The program is made up of two courses, one with a 
focus on health and safety, and the other on creative art.

Some of the things students will learn, Carne 
explained, is how to manage circle time and how to guide 
behaviour. 

Students who complete the program will be eligible 
to receive their early childhood education assistant 
certificate, meaning they can start working in the field 
right away.

“This not only has the benefit of jump-starting career 
opportunities, but it also provides one more option 
locally for students to receive experience and training 
without having to travel to a post-secondary institution,” 
said Brad Dingler, trades and apprenticeships coordinator 
with SD42.

“Given the current economic climate and future 
demand for a skilled workforce, school districts, students, 
and communities only benefit by embracing more 
educational options.”

Dual credit programs such as this allow students to 
take post-secondary courses while still in high school. 
At the same time, the courses count as Grade 12 elective 
credit.

For this particular program, students who complete 
the program will earn 8 high school credits and 5 post-
secondary credits.

Students then have the opportunity for further 
study to get their full ECE certificate or continue on to 
specializations in infant/toddler care or care for children 
with unique needs.

“The early childhood education field is in high demand 
right now, so there are a lot of job prospects,” Carne said.

Early childhood educators often work at child care 
centres, daycares and preschools.

This dual-credit program was made possible by a grant 
awarded by the Ministry of Education and Child Care 
that covers tuition for students.

To learn more about the program and admission 
requirements, visit the college’s website at  
rmcollege.sd42.ca.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION NOW A DUAL CREDIT OPTION 
FOR SD42 STUDENTS

NEW PROGRAM

https://rmcollege.sd42.ca/current-students/new-students/ece-dual-credit-program/
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HARRY HOOGE ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 
CELEBRATE DIWALI
Students at Harry Hooge 

Elementary danced, put on 
mehndi, and painted diyas to 

celebrate Diwali.

“Diwali is the festival of lights. It’s 
celebrated by Jains, Hindus, Sikhs and 
Buddhists around the world,” explained 
Kawaldeep Ghuman, an English 
Language Learners (ELL) teacher at the school.

Ghuman and her colleague, Grade 4/5 teacher Vibha 
Budshah, worked together to put on an assembly to mark 
the occasion.

The reason they celebrate, she added, 
is because it represents the students and 
gives them the opportunity to share 
their culture.

“They [see] themselves in the school, 
they feel acknowledged, they feel 
welcomed,” Ghuman said.

The assembly included a presentation 
explaining what Diwali is and why it’s celebrated, a read 
aloud of Thrity Umrigar’s book, Binny’s Diwali, and a 

Harry Hooge students strike a pose after performing a dance in their school’s Diwali assembly on November 17, 2023.

bit.ly/4bjQHCA

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

See next page 
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cultural dance performance by a group of students.

The students practiced the dance for a month with 
Budshah before the big performance day.

“We just did a little bit at a time,” explained Grade 
5 student Sophia. “The first time, we did four moves 
and we had to practice. We practiced every lunch time, 
basically.”

When it finally came time to perform, it was a little 
scary, according to Grade 5 student Maisha.

“Freaking out. Stress. But at the end, we were 
confident,” she said.

Myla, who is in Grade 4, agreed.

“The song is all hyper and it was a good feeling. It 
didn’t matter if you got messed up, it just mattered if you 
had fun,” she explained.

Grade 4 student Urwah really connected with the 
dance moves.

“I felt like I was moving emotionally, mentally and 
physically,” she recalled.

All the student performers especially enjoyed the 
audience’s reaction to their performance.

“People were cheering and we didn’t expect that to 
happen,” said Agrima, who is in Grade 6. “They were 

clapping in between the dance and we didn’t expect it.”

Every student in the school was able to participate in 
the festivities, one way or another.

After the assembly, the school set up mehndi tables in 
the foyer with help from teacher and parent volunteers. 
Students were able to each get one hand adorned with 
different patterns and designs using henna.

Classrooms were also given their own set of diyas for 
students to paint with different colours.
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Students from Kanaka Creek Elementary are 
using their Halloween candies this year to make 
Christmas a little sweeter for seniors living in 

centres and community members in need.

The school put together about 750 holiday treat bags 
to deliver to Maple Ridge senior and treatment centres 
as well as the food bank. It’s a project Kanaka Creek has 
been doing for 12 years.

“It’s about giving back to the community, making 
sure everyone feels special during this time of year,” said 
Grade 3 teacher Debby Moran. “It shows how a little act 
of kindness can go a long way and teaches kids empathy 
and compassion for others.”

The whole school donated candies for the project – 
everything from chocolate, lollipops and gummy bears, 
to licorice and caramel.

“Students look forward to this every year,” Debby 
said. “They want to give back to their community and to 

those less fortunate. Giving back makes them feel good 
and connects them to members of their community they 
wouldn’t otherwise have connections with.”

Once all the candies were collected, Debby and Paul 
Moran’s grade 3 and 7 classes put them into treat bags, 
decorated with holiday drawings and messages.

The packages are then sent off to their final 
destinations, where they’re received with lots of joy.

“The seniors are very receptive and look forward to 
their candy bags,” Debby said. “They enjoy looking at the 
drawings and reading the messages on the bags from the 
children.”

KANAKA CREEK ELEMENTARY STUDENTS MAKE THE 
HOLIDAYS A LITTLE SWEETER FOR THE COMMUNITY

Kanaka Creek Elementary students collected candies and packed them up in little holiday treat bags.

MESSAGES OF CARE
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Kirsten Bailey’s Grade 6/7 class shows off the toques they knit for donation.

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

Grade 6/7 students at Laity 
View Elementary learned a 
new skill for a good cause 

this holiday season.

Kirsten Bailey’s class of 21 students 
knit 85 hats to donate to those on the 
Downtown Eastside who could use 
a little extra warmth during the cold 
months.

“It gives the class a chance to do 
something for someone else rather 
than just focus on their needs,” Bailey 
explained. “At this time of year, it’s 
important to focus on things other 
than just gifts and entertainment.”

The students worked on the wool 
hats for an hour and a half each day in 
class over the course of two weeks.

“They had the choice to take them 
home to keep going or wait until next 
class,” Bailey said. “More than half of 
them took their looms home regularly.”

Bailey has been doing this project in 
her class for the last eight years and it’s 
something the students look forward 
to every year.

It has become such a tradition, she 
added, that new students already know 
about the project before she’s even had 
the chance to tell them about it.

“This year, the kids were so eager to 
start that several of the students taught 
the rest how to do the knitting, so 
when I was ready to teach them, most 
of them already knew and had started 
already,” she said.

The students were so motivated, 
Bailey added, they broke last year’s 
record of 77 hats by eight.

“As they realize they were successful 
with their knitting and the hat looks 
good, there is a sense of pride and 
confidence they get and then they just 
keep going,” she said.

The wool for the project was 
donated by student families, Bailey 
and another teacher.

The hats were handed over to the 
Beyond Hello project that distributed 
them to people in need on the 
Downtown Eastside.

LAITY VIEW ELEMENTARY CLASS KNITS HATS FOR THOSE IN NEED
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Students across the Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows 
School District got into the spirit of giving 
this holiday season by putting on food drives, 

collecting donations for hampers, and making gifts by 
hand.

Environmental School students put together five 
Christmas hampers – three for Katzie families and two 
for seniors through a Maple Ridge community centre.

“It was amazing how many gift cards, toys and food 
were collected,” said principal Nicole McKenzie. “We are 
so grateful to our community for allowing us to play and 
learn in the many parks and forests. We love giving back 
to the community that we live in.”

Highland Park Elementary also helped put together 
hampers for families through the Maple Ridge – Pitt 
Meadows Christmas Hamper Society. The school was 
able to support seven families through donations.

“We were able to fulfill all the children’s wishes on their 
lists,” said principal Jennifer Walker.

Laity View Elementary’s Grade 7 leadership team 
collected items for Christmas hampers as well.

They organized and ran a warm toque, sock, glove, 
mitten and scarf drive and filled up three boxes with 
items. The donations were shared with Westview 
Secondary for their Christmas hampers and the 
remaining items went to the Beyond Hello project for 
those in need.

A Grade 6/7 class at Laity View also knit 85 hats to 
donate to the Beyond Hello project for those on the 
Downtown Eastside who could use a little extra warmth 
this winter.

Other schools held food drives during their annual 
winter concerts and holiday community events, including 

Pitt Meadows Elementary, Yennadon Elementary, Albion 
Elementary, and Eric Langton Elementary.

Yennadon Elementary raised more than $1,200 for the 
Friends in Need Food Bank during their winter concerts 
along with multiple boxes of food donation, and nearly 
$1,100 for the Children’s Hospital through a candy cane 
fundraiser.

In early December, Maple Ridge Secondary held its 
annual drive-thru food drive, raising more than $2,000 
in cash donations and 778 food items for the Friends in 
Need Food Bank.

Meanwhile, Davie Jones Elementary held a school-
wide fundraiser the week before winter break, called the 
“Five Days of Holiday Giving.”

On Monday, the school collected new/gently used 
gloves, hats and scarves for the Food for the Soul Project 
Society. On Tuesday, students and staff brought in 
non-perishable food items for the Friends in Need Food 
Bank. Wednesday was all about donating new toys, and 
Thursday saw collection of new/gently used socks. On 
Friday, Davie Jones raised money for the annual Coins 
for Kids campaign supporting the Maple Ridge – Pitt 
Meadows Christmas Hamper Society.

Students across the district also spread cheer and joy 
by writing cards for members of the community.

Yennadon Elementary made holiday cards for the 
Royal Canadian Legion, the Maple Ridge Seniors Village 
and Greystone Manor, while Kanaka Creek Elementary 
students made holiday treat bags for Maple Ridge senior 
and treatment centres and the food bank.

MAPLE RIDGE AND PITT MEADOWS STUDENTS 
GIVE BACK THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS
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Students across the Maple Ridge – 
Pitt Meadows School District got into 
the spirit of giving this holiday season 
by putting on food drives, collecting 
donations for hampers, and making 
gifts by hand.
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“Non-profits in our community are a very 
integral part of our food programs because 
without their support, we just wouldn’t have 
the financial capacity to do all the programs 
that we’re currently doing.”

- Jeannie Harnett,  
Manager of Community Connections &  

Healthy Living/Food Security
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From hot breakfasts and lunches to snacks, all of Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District’s food programs 
have another thing in common besides nutrition: The non-profits and volunteers behind them.

“Non-profits in our community are a very integral part of our food programs because without their support, we 
just wouldn’t have the financial capacity to do all the programs that we’re currently doing,” said Jeannie Harnett, 
the district’s community connections and healthy living/food security program manager.

This includes the Friends in Need Food Bank, Salvation Army Ridge 
Meadows Ministries, Youth Unlimited and the Meadow Ridge Rotary Club.

The Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District supports the vital work of 
these non-profits by providing some funding from the province’s Feeding Futures 
program that aims to expand access to healthy meals and snacks at school.

Friends in Need Food Bank
Karen Osborne is standing in front of a table, looking 

down at a school order form.

At the beginning of every week, Osborne, the school 
meal and snack program coordinator at Friends in Need 
Food Bank, goes through this list of food requests from 
schools in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows.

“I order the food at the beginning of the week,” she 
explained. “I order the dairy from Save-On-Foods and I 
have other snacks ordered from other stores.”

On Fridays, Osborne packs the bins with the dry 
goods and non-perishables. Each bin labelled with a 
school’s name.

The following Monday, on the way to deliver the items 
to their destinations, she stops at Save-On-Foods to pick 
up the dairy in the food bank’s refrigerated van.

“Then we take it to the schools, fill the bins and deliver 
it straight to the doors,” Osborne said.

The food bank delivers weekly to 33 meal and snack 
programs at elementary schools, secondary schools, and 
outreach programs within the schools.

The school meal and snack program has been around 
since 2016.

“There was just a need in the schools for extra snacks and 
help with kids who were coming hungry,” Osborne said.

While the program has been around for eight years, 
Osborne has been coordinating it for seven.

“From doing this for so many years, I’ve seen and heard 
the impact of how when you’ve got a full tummy, you 
learn better, you concentrate better,” Osborne said. “It’s 
very rewarding, I love doing it.”

To donate to the Friends in Need Food Bank school 
meal and snack program, visit their website. Select the 
program on the dropdown menu.

MEET THE NON-PROFITS AT THE HEART OF 
SD42 FOOD SECURITY PROGRAMS

NON-PROFITS FEEDING FUTURES

bit.ly/4bqrpTG

See next page 
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Meadow Ridge Rotary Club
Inside a small room in the Friends in Need Food Bank, 

there are a dozen volunteers, chatting and laughing while 
filling up green reusable shopping bags with grocery items.

They move together in harmony like a well-oiled machine, 
each person with their own assigned task for efficiency.

Half of them move in two single file lines on either side 
of a table with grocery stacked on top, filling the bags with 
items as they go. Two volunteers tie the completed bags with 
twine, while another flattens cardboard boxes for recycling. 
A pair works outside, loading the bags into vehicles.

“This is our weekly work party and they’re all 
volunteers,” said Ineke Boekhorst, coordinator of the 
Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows Starfish Pack Program.

Boekhorst, like most of the volunteers putting together 
the packs, is a member of the Meadow Ridge Rotary Club.

“This is one of our community projects and our club 
is so emotionally involved in this,” she said. “All our 
members help in one way or another.”

The program began in 2016 with only four packs at 
Golden Ears Elementary. It was meant to fill a gap in the 
food program offerings.

“We felt that there [were] lots of programs in the 
schools for lunch, breakfast, there are all kinds of things,” 
Boekhorst explained. “But there [was] nothing for the 
weekend. This pack goes out on Friday with the kids.”

Eight years later, they’re putting together 300 bags 
for 27 schools weekly, and Boekhorst says the need 
continues to grow.

“We’re just hoping to help with the food security in 
those families that need a little bit of help,” she said.

To donate to the Meadow Ridge Starfish Pack 
Program, visit the Friends in Need Food Bank website. 
Select the program on the dropdown menu.

Salvation Army Ridge Meadows 
Ministries

Vino Muthukkaruppan and his team of volunteers 
make more than 700 sandwiches a week.

They make ham and cheese sandwiches, turkey 
sandwiches, and vegetarian ones as well.

The sandwiches, along with a fruit and snack, make 
up lunch bags for students across Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows.

“The Salvation Army always tries to help people in 
the community,” said Muthukkaruppan, food services 
coordinator at the non-profit organization’s local chapter.

The lunch bag program is a way for them to help kids in 
the community who may otherwise go hungry, he added.

The program runs three days a week, on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Each week, there are about 10 volunteers assembling 
the sandwiches and packing them up, and another 10 
delivering the bags to schools.

“The need for the bag lunches increases every year,” he 
noted. “So, we’re kind of helping as much as we can.”

To donate to the Salvation Army school lunch bag 
program, visit their website. Select the program on the 
dropdown menu.

Youth Unlimited
Sandra Blechinger wakes up at the crack of down and 

makes her way to Thomas Haney Secondary.

Once she arrives, she begins to prepare a breakfast for 
the students and staff who will enter the cafeteria doors 
at 8 a.m. On the menu: pancakes, bacon and apple juice.

See next page 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/2633?v2=true
https://ridgemeadowssa.ca/donate/
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Blechinger is a youth worker with Youth Unlimited. 
The organization runs a universal breakfast program 
at Thomas Haney Secondary and two other schools in 
Maple Ridge, Westview Secondary and Connex.

“I think that one of the most important pieces of 
serving a hot breakfast program is that these kids feel 
cared for,” Blechinger said. “They feel loved and there’s an 
opportunity to create connections.”

Not only are the students excited about getting a hot 
breakfast, but the social connection it provides, she 
added.

“They want to participate in just eating a meal with 
friends, sitting around a table, just having a conversation,” 
Blechinger said. “They light up.”

To donate to the Youth Unlimited universal breakfast 
program, visit their website. Select the program on the 
dropdown menu.

Other Programs
There are several other community-based partners 

supporting the district’s food security programs.

The intergenerational garden is a partnership between 
seniors and students at Eric Langton to grow and harvest 
produce just around the corner from the school.

During the 20 peak growing weeks of the school year, 
the CEED Centre Society coordinates the purchase of 
fresh produce from local farmers that is then delivered to 
schools in bins once a week.

Two local businesses are supporting the district’s 
meal programs. Humble Roots Cafe & Deli provides 
lunch twice a week and Simply Foods supports SD42’s 
universal meal programs.

“We are grateful for both because they are offering us 
a very high quality, very delicious lunch,” Harnett said. 

“There is also such a sense of generosity where they are 
providing a little extra where it is needed.”

All these food programs, made possible through these 
community partnerships, have a significant impact for 
students.

“There’s two things that these food programs feed,” 
Harnett said. “I think it feeds the soul and it feeds the 
body. There’s social connection, there’s just a joy in 
meeting other people [and] sharing food together.”

Where there is access to food programs in school, 
attendance improves, students are able to concentrate in 
class and it’s one more thing children can look forward to 
at school, she added.

“I love the saying that the heart of the home is the 
kitchen and I think that same applies, the heart of the 
[school] is where those food programs are running,” 
Harnett said.

To learn more about the food security supports and 
programs available to students in the Maple Ridge – Pitt 
Meadows School District, visit the district website.

https://www.youthunlimited.com/donate
https://www.ceedcentre.com/
https://humbleroots.ca/
https://simplyfoods.ca/
https://www.sd42.ca/sd42-security-programs/
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MAPLE RIDGE SECONDARY STUDENTS HOST 
SOCIAL JUSTICE FAIR

SOCIAL JUSTICE FAIR 2024

Hundreds of people came out to Maple Ridge 
Secondary’s (MRSS) second annual social 
justice fair to visit student display booths and 

participate in interactive activities.

The fair was put on by Grade 12 students taking the 
social justice course and Grade 11 students in the English 
First Peoples course. Some students from Thomas Haney 
Secondary also participated in the event on February 16.

“It was a resounding success,” said MRSS teacher 
Douglas Jackson, who organized the fair alongside 
teacher Maria Trudeau.

More than 500 people attended the fair, including 
students, teachers, administrators, trustees, district 
leadership, and local politicians. 

“It was remarkable and inspiring to see almost half 
the MRSS school community engaged and sharing 
conversations about social justice and Indigenous 
education,” Trudeau said.

Students were tasked with choosing a social justice 
issue they found interesting or important, researching 
to learn more about it, and creating display booths with 
their findings to educate attendees.

A wide range of topics were chosen, including 
violence against Indigenous women and girls, drinking 
water crises in Indigenous communities, men’s mental 
health stigma, medical malpractice towards women, the 
overdose crisis, and equity vs. equality.

The half-day event took over the MRSS library, with 
more than 50 students showing off their colourful display 
boards and presenting their findings to visitors.

“We were thrilled that our social justice and English 
First Peoples students really thrived,” said Jackson. “They 
showed their passion for social change and their potential 
to be leaders in our community.”



District Highlights: 2023/24 | Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 45 



District Highlights: 2023/24 | Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 4246 

MAPLE RIDGE ELEMENTARY CLASS DONATES 
HUNDREDS OF SOCKS TO HOMELESS

KINDNESS PROJECT

A Grade 4/5 class at Maple Ridge Elementary 
(MRE) has donated more than 200 new pairs 
of socks as part of a kindness project.

“I’m very proud of the students in my class and our whole 
school community – the kids, staff and families,” said teacher 
Marita Haavisto. “We are donating two large boxes of socks, 
which I hope will be helpful to those who need them.”

Haavisto’s class was able to collect 210 pairs of socks in 
only one month for the Salvation Army Ridge Meadows 
Ministries. They made posters and hung them up 

around the school, decorated their bulletin board with 
socks hanging from a clothesline, performed skits on 
the morning announcements and presented in MRE’s 
kindness assembly.

“It felt good to do something kind,” said Grade 4 
student Jake.

The sock drive took place over February, often referred 
to as the “kindness month” by teachers in the lead up to 
Pink Shirt Day on the 28th.

Marita Haavisto’s Grade 4/5 class collected 210 pairs of socks for donation.

See next page 
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“This is not going to help the homeless with their 
biggest problems, but maybe it will help a bit with their 
health, [and] make someone more comfortable,” said 
Daniel, who is in Grade 4.

Daniel is referring to a CBC News story the class read 
about in the Canadian Reader, a classroom teaching 
resource that includes current event news stories written 
at a level students can understand.

In this particular story, they learned about Mary 
Crosby, a woman in Halifax who has made it her mission 
to help those in need keep warm with dry socks.

The CBC News article notes healthcare professionals 
in Halifax have been dealing with several medical 
conditions relating to feet when treating people who are 
homeless, including athlete’s foot, fungal nails and trench 
foot, made worse by damp weather and a lack of access to 
clean, dry socks.

With this in mind, the article continues, Crosby spends 
her time collecting and hand knitting thousands of pairs 
of socks for donation.

“And we thought, we can do that!” said Haavisto. 
“Linking it with February, the kindness month, was 
perfect timing.”

The students were excited to be able to help those in 
need, she added, and proud of how many socks they were 
able to collect by the end of the month.

“We heard from the Salvation Army that they are 
appreciative of our efforts and welcome as many sock 
drives as anyone can organize,” Haavisto said.

Salvation Army Ridge Meadows Ministries is always 
accepting new and unopened socks, along with other 
goods and items listed on its website.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/socks-homeless-halifax-queen-of-socks-socks-for-shelters-1.6997316
https://ridgemeadowssa.ca/donations-physical-goods/
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WHAT IS NOWRUZ? SD42 STUDENTS EXPLAIN 
HOW THEY CELEBRATE IN NEW VIDEO

PERSIAN NEW YEAR

Students from three Maple Ridge 
elementary schools are sharing 
how they celebrate Nowruz in a 

new informative video.

Fifteen students from Albion 
Elementary, Fairview Elementary and 
Harry Hooge Elementary participated, 
with guidance from English Language Learners (ELL) 
teachers Harjit Chauhan, Sukhdeep Birdi and Kawaldeep 
Ghuman.

“The students in the video were excited to 
participate and they were quick to add their own 
personal connections to our research about Nowruz,” 

said Chauhan, teacher at Fairview 
Elementary.

Nowruz marks the Persian New Year 
and the arrival of the spring season. The 
13-day festival is celebrated by millions 
of people with diverse backgrounds and 
faiths all over the world, including those 

from the Middle East, and Central and South Asia.

“Everyone can celebrate Nowruz,” explained Albion 
Elementary student Mahsa, who is in Grade 5. “I have 
been celebrating Nowruz since I was a little girl. I like this 
holiday because it’s [the] beginning of a new year and 

Fairview Elementary students Artin, Avin and Niki took part in the video explaining how Nowruz is celebrated.

bit.ly/3VGC0ng

See next page 

https://bit.ly/3VGC0ng
https://bit.ly/3VGC0ng
https://bit.ly/3VGC0ng
https://bit.ly/3VGC0ng
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“We encourage everyone to 
learn as much as they can 
about the different cultures to 
foster a more inclusive learning 
environment.”

- Kawaldeep Ghuman, 
Harry Hooge teacher
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everything we do is new and everything we see is new.”

In the video, students explain the unique ways their 
families celebrate the festival, from their favourite foods 
to the items they add to their haft-sin/haftseen tables.

“Hearing how our students celebrate Nowruz was 
really enjoyable because they spoke about it with pride 
and joy,” said Sukhdeep Birdi, Albion Elementary 
teacher. “I loved listening to the students share their 
stories.”

The goal, added Harry Hooge teacher Kawaldeep 
Ghuman, is to reflect student voices and showcase the 
different cultures and traditions celebrated in the school 
community.

“We encourage everyone to learn as much as they can 
about the different cultures to foster a more inclusive 
learning environment,” she said.

In past years, the group of ELL teachers have produced 
other educational videos with their students highlighting 
different holidays and traditions, including Ramadan and 
Diwali. When these students saw the other videos, they 
felt inspired, Chauhan explained.

“After watching those videos, they wanted to 
participate in creating another video about Nowruz and 
educating their peers about the holiday,” she said.

Students and their families showcased their personal 
experiences by sharing photos and bringing in traditional 
items used to celebrate the holiday.

“They helped set up the haftseen tables,” said Birdi, 
adding the video was very much a collaborative project 
with families.

Ghuman agreed, noting the collaboration added a layer 
of authenticity to the process.

“We love learning from our students and families,” she 
explained. “It goes beyond the research available because 
we hear about their authentic experiences.”

Shabnam Momtahen, one of the district’s settlement 
workers in schools (SWIS), also spoke about her 
personal experiences celebrating Nowruz. In the video, 
Momtahen explains the tradition of Eidi, where children 
are gifted money.

“We are really thankful to all those who contributed,” 
said Chauhan. “The video wouldn’t have been possible 
without their help.”

This year, Nowruz fell on March 19, 2024.

https://www.sd42.ca/district-highlight/teachers-students-stories/
https://www.sd42.ca/district-highlight/sd42-celebrates-diwali/
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Secondary students from 
across the Maple Ridge – Pitt 
Meadows School District 

participated in the Skills Canada BC 
regional competition held at Westview 
Secondary this year.

“This is my favourite part of the year 
– watching these students – because 
they’re all dedicated,” said Westview woodshop teacher 
Andy Strothotte. “They want to be here. They had to earn 
a spot to be here.”

STUDENTS SHOW OFF WOODWORKING, AUTO 
SERVICE SKILLS IN REGIONAL COMPETITION

The regional competition was open to 
students in Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows, 
Coquitlam, Burnaby and Richmond.

Students competed in either the 
category of cabinetmaking or auto 
service for a chance to win gold and 
move on to provincials.

“Youth are able to compete and show their talents in 
their selective trades and technologies,” said Shoshawna 
Blair, social media and program coordinator for Skills 

SKILLS CANADA BC

bit.ly/45GFUBj

Winners of the Skills Canada BC cabinetmaking regional competition pose with their medals.

See next page 

https://bit.ly/45GFUBj
https://bit.ly/45GFUBj
https://bit.ly/45GFUBj
https://bit.ly/45GFUBj
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“This is my favourite part of the 
year – watching these students 
– because they’re all dedicated. 
They want to be here. They had 
to earn a spot to be here.”

- Andy Strothotte, 
Westview woodshop teacher
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Canada BC. “It’s important because it gives them the 
exposure and an idea of what it’s like to have a future in 
the trades.”

Seven students took part in the cabinetmaking 
competition. They each had six hours to build a toolbox 
with prepared materials and plans.

“They had to cut out, lay out, make cuts and assemble 
the project,” explained Strothotte. “The quality of work 
was actually really, really high…. Everybody’s project 
came out well today.”

One of the contestants was Grade 10 Maple Ridge 
Secondary student Matthew Dailey, who won silver.

“[It’s] to show that you’re capable of building 
something that will put you to another level,” he said. “I 
did learn new skills today with different tools, tools I’ve 
never used and tools I’ve never seen.”

Dailey added he hopes to join the carpentry program 
at Samuel Robertson Technical (SRT) when he’s in 
Grade 12.

“I am interested in carpentry when I am older,” he said.

The auto service competition saw students go from 
station to station to demonstrate various skills, including 
brake inspection, electrical diagnostic, battery and 
alternator testing, compression testing, and a wiring 
board.

“This is the main thing I’ve wanted to pursue since I 
was younger – just working on cars,” explained Aaron 
Funnell, a Grade 12 Westview auto service technician 
student at BCIT.

The competition helps him get a sense of what a job in 
the field may be like and the experience needed to pursue 
it, Funnell explained.

For example, he added, “it’s the first time I’ve ever 
done a compression test. It benefits me because it’s a new 
skill I learned today.”

SRT student Rebecca Schwarz won gold in cabinetmaking 
and Westview/BCIT student Ryan Jorgensen got first place 
in the auto service competition. Both SD42 students moved 
on to provincials at the Abbotsford Trade and Exhibition 
Centre on April 17, 2024.
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ALBION ELEMENTARY STUDENTS CELEBRATE 
EARTH DAY WITH COMMUNITY CLEANUP

Albion Elementary students rolled up their 
sleeves and got to work on Earth Day to 
do their part in creating a cleaner, greener 
environment.

Armed with garbage bags and pickers, Jennifer 
Holman's Grade 4/5 and Cheryl Denton's Grade 3/4 
classes made their way through the neighbourhood, 
cleaning the community one piece of litter at a time.

Holman said the students loved going out and making 
a difference.

CARING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

"The students were competing with one another in 
who could collect the most and they were truly surprised 
by some of the odd items that were found," said Holman, 
adding they loved being able to go out and make a 
difference.

They found all sorts of items, from discarded wrappers 
and pop cans to a hanging flower pot and metal box.

Albion Elementary has been part of the Maple Ridge 
Adopt-a-Block program for several years and the Earth 
Day cleanup was one more way for students and staff to 
give back to the community.

Albion students show off their garbage haul after the community cleanup. bit.ly/3VCdkwq

https://bit.ly/3VCdkwq
https://bit.ly/3VCdkwq
https://bit.ly/3VCdkwq
https://bit.ly/3VCdkwq
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COMING BACK TO SCHOOL 23 YEARS LATER ‘CHANGED THE 
DIRECTION OF MY LIFE’: CONTINUING ED VALEDICTORIAN

Channi Gonzales stood at the 
front of the stage, facing her 
classmates, teachers, family, 

and friends.

“I would like to start off by 
congratulating the graduates on 
completing this chapter of your 
journey,” she said into the microphone 
in front of her. “This is only the beginning.”

Gonzales is giving her valedictorian speech to the 
Continuing Education (CE) class of 2023. Her own 
journey to this moment spanned two decades, from the 
time she dropped out of school to crossing the stage at 
her graduation in 2023.

“I’ve never really had people to look up to in my life 
or many supports beyond the people and family I have 

in this room,” she told the audience. 
“But I came to CE and I met extremely 
amazing people who pushed me, even 
when I felt defeated and wanted to 
quit.”

Now 38 years old, Gonzales was only 
14 when she left school.

“My parents had been drug addicts 
my whole life and we’d been homeless for periods of time 
living in a car,” she said. “I had fallen really far behind and 
then eventually my parents moved away without me.”

Gonzales said she tried to continue her schooling, but 
it was difficult to support herself and study, so she ended 
up having to drop out and work three jobs instead.

CONTINUING ED VALEDICTORIAN
Continuing Education graduate Channi Gonzales with instructor Kim Henneberry Glover.

bit.ly/3VXjiJN

See next page 

https://bit.ly/3VXjiJN
https://bit.ly/3VXjiJN
https://bit.ly/3VXjiJN
https://bit.ly/3VXjiJN
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“As I step into my future, hopefully 
as a student at BCIT’s medical 
imaging program, and build a new 
life for my sons and I, I will look 
back at my time at Continuing 
Education as a place that forever 
changed the direction of my life.”

- Channi Gonzales
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Left to right: Board Chairperson Elaine Yamamoto, 
valedictorian Channi Gonzales, Continuing Education 
teacher Kim Henneberry Glover.

“I had always wanted to go back and finish school but 
life kept throwing me curve balls,” she said.

She was incarcerated for three months at the age of 19, 
got married at 21, and was a mom by 23. By 24 years old, 
she was pregnant with her second son and a single mom.

“At the end of 2016, I once again attempted to go back 
to school,” Gonzales explained, but in early 2017, her 
father died from an overdose. Over the next three years, 
she was in four car accidents that left her with injuries.

It wasn’t until her son’s grades began to slip that 
she was called to action – this time, with a fierce 
determination.

“My son was 14, the same age I was when I dropped 
out. His grades were slipping and I knew he could do 
more,” she said, so she decided to make a pact with both 
her sons.

“That if I enrolled in school and I got As and Bs, they 
would work to boost their grades as well.”

She wanted to lead by example – and she did. 

Gonzales enrolled in Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows 
School District’s Continuing Education program in 
January 2022. Her first class was English 12 with Kim 
Henneberry Glover.

“It was really scary at first, but thankfully Kim was my 
first teacher,” Gonzales said. “It took me a while to get my 
bearings. She was really patient with me, super helpful, 
and I started doing better quality work.”

But her time in school wasn’t without its own 
challenges, Gonzales explained, and having someone like 
Henneberry Glover was a big help.

“Having mentorship and someone there to say, ‘you 
can do it, you’re almost done, you’ve done this much, 
don’t give up now’ – it pushed me to keep coming,” she 
said.

Henneberry Glover says listening to Gonzales’ 
valedictorian speech and watching her receive her BC 
Adult Graduation Diploma (BCAGD) was a special 
moment.

“When you’re helping an adult who is also working, 
who also has children, who also has other issues going on 
in their life, and you see them succeed, it’s an incredible 
feeling,” said Henneberry Glover. “Grad is always an 
incredible time for us.”

With diploma in hand and new goals in mind, this is 
only the beginning for Gonzales.

“As I step into my future, hopefully as a student at 
BCIT’s medical imaging program, and build a new life for 
my sons and I, I will look back at my time at CE as a place 
that forever changed the direction of my life,” she said.

To learn more about the SD42 Continuing Education 
program, visit ce.sd42.ca.

https://ce.sd42.ca/


Online Learning
Learning anywhere, anytime

Are you a self starter? Do you work well independently?
Are you diligent about time management and meeting deadlines?

How do I register?
 ✓ Online, starting June 3, 2024, by going to ce.sd42.ca/online 

 ✓ In person or phone appointment with an advisor - call 604.466.6555 ext. 1

 ✓ Drop-in registration available from August 26 -30, 2024: Monday to Thurs-
day, 2 p.m - 7 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. See website for more information: 
https://ce.sd42.ca/

Available Online Courses 2024 - 2025

APPLIED SKILLS
• Entrepreneurship 12

CAREER EDUCATION
• Career Education
• Career Life Connections

ENGLISH 10
• Creative Writing 10
• Literary Studies 10
• New Media 10

ENGLISH 11
• Creative Writing 11
• Literary Studies 11

ENGLISH 12
• English Studies 12
• English First Peoples 12

HUMANITIES
• Psychology 11

MATH 10
• Foundations & Pre-Calculus 10
• Workplace 10

MATH 11
• Pre-Calculus 11
• Foundations 11
• Workplace 11

MATH 12
• Pre-Calculus 12
• Calculus 12
• Foundations 12

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
• Physical & Health Ed. 10
• Active Living 11

SCIENCE 10
• Science 10

SCIENCE 11
• Chemistry 11
• Earth Sciences 11
• Life Sciences 11
• Physics 11

SCIENCE 12
• Anatomy & Physiology 12 (BI-12)
• Chemistry 12
• Physics 12

SOCIAL STUDIES 10
• Social Studies 10

SOCIAL STUDIES 11
• Explorations in Social Studies 11

SOCIAL STUDIES 12
• 20th Century World History 12
• BC First Peoples 12
• Law Studies 12
• Physical Geography 12

Book your appointment today
604.466.6555 ext. 1 Riverside Centre

20575 Thorne Avenue, Maple Ridge, BC. More information
ce.sd42.ca/online
facebook.com/continuingedsd42
twitter.com/continuinged42
instagram.com/cesd42

T 604.466.6555 ext. 1 ⋅  F 604.463.5437

We’re ready for you!



REGISTRATION DATES FOR FALL 2024

Registration opens June 3, 2024, https://ce.sd42.ca
Drop-in registration (no appointment needed) August 26 - 30, 2024

Monday - Thursday, 2 pm - 7 pm ⋅ Fridays 9 am - 3 pm

First day of classes: of Monday/Wednesday - Sept 4 ⋅ Tuesday/Thursday - Sept 5

High School Graduation and Upgrading Courses

Register in person at Riverside Centre
20575 Thorne Avenue, Maple Ridge, BC

(2 blocks south of Lougheed Hwy between 203rd & 207th)

Follow us on Facebook 
@continuingeducationsd42

Follow us on Instagram
@ContinuingEd42

Follow us on Twitter 
@ContinuingEd42

T 604.466.6555 ext. 1 ⋅  F 604.463.5437

We’re ready for you!

Monday / Wednesday

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

English Foundations 1 - 4
English Studies 12
Anatomy & Physiology 12
Life Science 11

Tuesday / Thursday

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Chemistry 11
Chemistry 12
English Foundations 4 - 7

6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Physics 11
English Foundations 1 - 3
English Studies 12
Literary Studies 11
English Foundations 4 - 7
Workplace Math 11 *
Foundations of Math 11 *

6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Pre-Calculus Math 11 *
Pre-Calculus Math 12 *
Anatomy & Physiology 12
Life Science 11
Composition 10 & Literary Studies 10 (English 10)
English Foundations 5 - 7
English Foundations 1 - 4

* There may be a book deposit of $50/$75. Please confirm with 
academic advisor. 

Classes with insufficient enrollment may be cancelled.

For additional details about our course offerings, visit https://ce.sd42.ca. Email questions to ce@sd42.ca.
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Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows 
School District students 
Ethan Knowles and Alex 

Gibson are striking a chord on the 
national stage.

The two Garibaldi Secondary 
students have been selected for the 
Denis Wick Canadian Wind Orchestra 
that is set to perform at MusicFest Canada in Toronto, 
Ontario, on May 17.

“I’m a little nervous, but mostly 
excited,” said Gibson, who is in 
Grade 11. “[It’s] made up of all the 
top performing students across the 
country.”

The Denis Wick Canadian Wind 
Orchestra is an honour group for 
students between the ages of 16 and 24 

across the country. There are 50 spots on the ensemble 
that students need to audition for.

GARIBALDI SECONDARY STUDENTS SELECTED 
FOR NATIONAL YOUTH WIND ORCHESTRA

PERFORMING ON THE NATIONAL STAGE
Garibaldi Secondary students Ethan Knowles and Alex Gibson hold their instruments, a euphonium and tuba.

bit.ly/3VzWr5z
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“[We] would have been competing against some 
university students,” Gibson said, “so I picked about the 
hardest piece on tuba that I know of.”

Gibson has been playing the tuba for about two and a 
half years now.

“It’s very low and I like to be the bass of the orchestra,” 
he explained. “The one who makes the stage shake.”

Knowles, on the other hand, auditioned for the 
euphonium. The Grade 12 student has been playing the 
instrument for about eight years.

“It’s very virtuosic,” he said. “Gets a lot of solo bits 
within concert band music and I find I can express myself 
very well.”

Both students were trying out for one of only two 
positions on the ensemble for each of their respective 
instruments, competing against musicians from all across 
Canada.

“They gave us scale requirements as well as excerpt 

requirements and then we got to choose our own playing 
sample,” Knowles said.

He began practicing in December and worked for a 
month straight before sending in his audition tape in 
January.

In February, both Knowles and Gibson received the 
news that they’d been selected for the band.

“I went downstairs to tell my grandma and I was 
practically jumping around the room,” said Gibson. “I 
called my mom too. And then I made an announcement 
on Facebook… the first thing I’d ever posted on 
Facebook in like six months.”

Knowles was excited, too.

“I’m really looking forward to getting to meet new 
people,” he said. “The networking opportunities are 
usually really, really great and you make lifelong friends.”

It’s also a great learning opportunity, Knowles 
explained, because he will be playing alongside and 
learning from more experienced musicians, including 
university instructors.

“The biggest thing that you come home with is 
confidence, which greatly improves your playing,” added 
Gibson.

The two spent a week at the University of Toronto 
with a rigorous daily schedule from 9 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
that included rehearsing, participating in workshops and 
attending concerts.

Gibson and Knowles performed as members of the 
Denis Wick Canadian Wind Orchestra on May 17, 2024, 
at the MacMillan Theatre.
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THOMAS HANEY SECONDARY STUDENTS 
BUILD ROBOT FOR GLOBAL COMPETITION

Meet the ThunderTech 
Robotics team’s newest 
invention: A nearly 

130-pound industrial size robot that’s 
twice as powerful as a Ford F-150.

“It’s about as powerful as the 
latest Tesla Model S,” said Matvey 
Okoneshnikov, a Grade 12 student at 
Thomas Haney Secondary and team leader of software. 
“That’s a lot of power, but we needed that power for the 
robot to lift itself off the ground for the last part of the 
competition.”

THUNDERTECH ROBOTICS

The ThunderTech Robotics team shows off their award and robot at Thomas Haney Secondary after the competition.

The Thomas Haney team built 
the robot for the FIRST Robotics 
Competition, an international contest 
where high school students design, 
build and program robots within six 
weeks to compete in a game against 
each other.

“Many people assume immediately it’s 
kind of like BattleBots, but it isn’t. You are not allowed to 
intentionally damage other robots,” Okoneshnikov said.

bit.ly/3Xy4PFh
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The game is different every year and comes with a 
200-page rulebook. This year, the game required robots 
to pick up foam rings from the ground or a platform and 
shoot them into targets at different heights. The final 
challenge was for the robot to hang itself from a chain 
without touching the ground.

“It’s a very well-known competition and it’s a great 
opportunity for students to work with high-tech 
equipment and real-world applications of robotics,” 
explained Okoneshnikov.

Once the rulebook was published in January, the team 
got to work. They secured funding from sponsors – 
including the Thomas Haney Parent Advisory Council 
(PAC), Motorola Solutions Foundation, and McFarlen 
Engineering – and began building their robot.

Grade 12 student Daniil Batishchev, the hardware team 
leader, spent more than 600 hours working on the robot.

“Our main idea was to make everything from metal 
because metal is strong,” Batishchev explained. “The robot 
has three main parts: the drivetrain, arm and the shooter 
system. All three parts are replaceable so if something 
happens to our robot, we can always replace [it].”

When they finished building the robot, they came up 
with the perfect name: Cobra Chicken, a slang term for 
the Canada goose.

“We named it that because if we made it to Worlds, we 
wanted to be able to represent Canada to its fullest,” said 
team leader of electronics and Grade 10 student Logan 
Humeniuk. “We also leaned into some of the other 
stereotypes, such as plaid flannel jackets and embracing 
the flag’s colour scheme in our logo.”

At the end of February, ThunderTech Robotics 
travelled to Victoria to take part in the Canadian Pacific 
Regional event of the competition.

And that’s when it all fell apart.

“We got to the competition and we rebuilt every single 
part of this robot,” said Humeniuk.

“Everything that could have gone wrong did go 
wrong,” added Okoneshnikov.

It started with the robot’s frame, which they discovered 
was six inches over the allowed specifications.

“Nobody thought that a rookie team was going to be 
able to pull past that,” said Humeniuk. “But we got in 
there with angle grinders. We were cutting parts of the 
robot off and we stuck it back together, and sure enough, 
within an hour we were back on the field playing with a 
certified robot.” 

But the problems didn’t end there. The team also had 
to rebuild the intake and shooter mechanism and replace 
the main computer that controls the robot.

“Even with all that, we still had a very impressive 
showing on the field,” Okoneshnikov said.

Although they didn’t place or move on to Worlds, 
ThunderTech Robotics still ended strong, winning the 
2024 Innovation in Control Award.

“We were blown away. There are no rookie teams that 
we’re aware of that have gotten the award in the past, so 
it’s a huge deal for us,” Humeniuk said. “It’ll hopefully 
allow us to get some more sponsors so that we [can] fund 
our robot for next year.”

“It’s kind of the crown jewel of our collection.”
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“We were blown away. There are 
no rookie teams that we’re aware 
of that have gotten the award in 
the past, so it’s a huge deal for us.”

- Logan Humeniuk, Grade 10
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“This work is important to me because it’s making 
change, it’s opening conversation, it’s opening 
dialogue, but more importantly, it’s spreading love.”

- Rain Pierre, Katzie First Nation artist
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LAITY VIEW ELEMENTARY UNVEILS NEW LEGACY 
PROJECT MURAL WITH KATZIE FIRST NATION ARTIST

The library at Laity View 
Elementary is home to a 
new mural created by Katzie 

First Nation artist Rain Pierre in 
collaboration with students.

The vibrant blue and purple mural 
features a salmon breaching the water, 
with silhouettes of mountains, birds 
and trees set against a night sky with a glowing moon and 
stars.

“This work is important to me because it’s making 
change, it’s opening conversation, it’s opening dialogue, 
but more importantly, it’s spreading love,” Pierre said. 
“When someone walks in and sees the mural, I want 
them to feel safe and feel home.”

It’s the first thing you see when 
you walk into the library, which is 
considered the central hub – or heart – 
of the school.

“It is an honour to have this original 
piece in our school,” said Laity View 
Elementary vice principal Suzanne 
Collette. “The mural encourages us 

to continue learning about local Indigenous cultures as 
well as to strive to take care of the land around us. Our 
next steps will involve working with our staff to create 
curriculum specific to this mural.”

The mural is what Pierre calls a RainAwakens legacy 
project, where he works with students to create art that 
represents their school community.

Katzie First Nation artist Rain Pierre speaks with Laity View Elementary students about the process of creating the mural.

bit.ly/3VvWQpm

See next page 
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“I want to create artwork that isn’t just mine within 
schools. I want to have it mean something more than just 
myself,” he explained. “I want it to mean what the school 
represents and what the community represents.”

And how he 
does that, Pierre 
continued, is by 
collaborating with 
youth on the mural 
and using art as 
a way to heal and 
move forward on 
reconciliation with 
the next generation.

Work around the Laity View legacy project began in 
spring 2023 and took a little more than a year to complete.

The entire school participated in an art contest, with 
each class selecting one piece of artwork to submit to 
Pierre. He reviewed all the submissions and chose two 
to incorporate in the design: Salmon artwork by Grade 6 
student Emily L., and a landscape drawing by Isabelle B., 
who is in Grade 8.

“I chose the salmon because the salmon is very close to 
our people as Katzie First Nation. We smoke it, we fish it, 
and we eat it in so many different ways,” Pierre explained. 
“I grew up on it and I wanted to show that homage or 
tribute to our people.”

At the same time, the scenery in Isabelle’s drawing 
reminded Pierre of Pitt Lake.

“Pitt Lake is where our ancestral territory is and Katzie 

is originally from there,” he said.

He merged the two designs with his own ideas and 
came up with the art for the piece. The mural was 
installed in the Laity View library in April 2024.

Pierre hopes the legacy project inspires students to 
follow their dreams and do what makes them happy.

“If there’s anything that I can leave with people through 
my work, [it’s] don’t give up on your dreams and who 
you could be in this world,” Pierre said, using himself as 
an example.

“I’m from this tiny little island called Barnston Island 
and now I’m taking global platforms and reaching the 
world with my artwork, and you can do it too.”
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Two schools in the Maple 
Ridge – Pitt Meadows School 
District are celebrating 

culture and diversity with delicious 
food, traditional outfits, and student 
performances.

Highland Park Elementary put on 
their third annual World Culture Day in 
May, starting the day with a school-wide assembly.

“I think we can celebrate cultures every day but this… 
was a special showcasing of people’s specific cultures 
and it seems to be something that’s really important to 
students,” said English Language Learners (ELL) teacher 
Leah Kitamura, who organized the event.

“It’s important that everyone feels they are seen and 
appreciated,” she added, “and I think it’s important that 
everyone feels they belong every day.”

MAPLE RIDGE, PITT MEADOWS STUDENTS 
CELEBRATE CULTURE AND DIVERSITY

The assembly featured storytelling, 
songs and dance. Grade 7 student 
Roshana Q. and Grade 6 student 
Vanshdeep M. gave speeches about 
moving to Canada and what their 
cultures mean to them.

“I hope that people will learn and 
accept other people’s cultures because 

everyone is different and unique in their own way,” 
Roshana said.

“I hope that [people] learn that it means more than 
just fancy shmancy dresses to some people,” Vanshdeep 
added. “It’s way more than that.”

Grade 4 students Lucy and Emma G. performed the 
Romanian song Aseara Ti-Am Luat Basma by Maria 
Tanase.

bit.ly/3VSkMVr

Grade 4 students Lucy and Emma G. performing the Romanian song “Aseara Ti-Am Luat Basma” by Maria Tanase.

See next page 
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“We get to show everybody our culture,” Lucy said.

“And we get to show what language our parents speak,” 
Emma added.

In the assembly, students and teachers also formed 
a long line and shared how they say thank you in their 
different languages. There was a bhangra dance and 
a sing along of My Ancestors, written by Lilly Teare 
Cunningham and her sisters, and gifted to the school. 
Students also did a read aloud of The Lost Dumpling by 
Kirstin Hepburn, which includes characters representing 
different cultures.

“I feel very proud of the students for summoning the 
courage to be leaders and to share their talents with 
everyone,” Kitamura said. “It takes a lot of courage and I 
really appreciate their bravery.”

Meanwhile, Garibaldi Secondary students held their 
own Culture Day, featuring vibrant outfits, a bake sale, 
and lunch specials with food from around the world.

“The goal is to celebrate diversity, promote cultural 
understanding, and foster a sense of unity among 
students,” explained Grade 11 student Mannat Bains. 
“Organizing such an event provides an opportunity 
for students to showcase their heritage, traditions, and 
customs.”

Bains is part of Garibaldi’s Student Voices for Equity 
group and one of the organizers of the event.

“I think it went well and everyone learned something 
new,” she said.

Students and teachers dressed up in traditional 
clothing and enjoyed food from the Philippines, Iceland, 
India, Holland, England, and more. The cafeteria also 
featured special menus for a week with food from India, 
Mexico and Egypt.

“I hope other students learned the importance of being 
proud of your ethnicity and background,” said Tisha 
Chand, who is in Grade 11.

“It’s a community coming together,” added Bains.
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“The goal is to celebrate diversity, 
promote cultural understanding, 
and foster a sense of unity among 
students. Organizing such an 
event provides an opportunity 
for students to showcase their 
heritage, traditions, and customs.”

- Mannat Bains, Grade 11 student
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BLUE MOUNTAIN ELEMENTARY STUDENTS INSTALL 
COMMUNICATION BOARDS FOR ACCESSIBILITY

Grade 7 students at Blue Mountain Elementary 
have installed communication boards around 
the school to support children who have 

difficulties speaking or communicating.

The group put up communication boards in every 
classroom and on both school playgrounds as part of 
their inquiry project.

“Communication is essential for everybody and 
doesn’t have to be just from talking,” said Grade 7 
student Hajir. “I have way more knowledge than before 
about many different disabilities, as well as different 
types of communication boards. I'm so honoured I get to 
do this, and it feels good to try and make a difference in 
the community.”

A communication board is a low-tech assistive tool that 
displays symbols, images and words that children can 
point at or touch to form sentences and communicate 
with those around them. The boards put up at the 
playgrounds, for example, include pronouns, nouns, 
verbs and phrases that target play-specific activities.

“Through this inquiry project, I learned how many kids 

aren’t able to communicate through their words,” said 
Sydney, who is a student in the class.

“Making this communication board helped me 
understand the importance and the connection it can 
provide,” added Arianna, another student.

The idea for the project came from lessons about 
communication in Cassie Tripp’s Grade 6/7 class, in 
collaboration with support teacher Julia Tchoi and 
Danielle Bigiolli, speech and language pathologist.

“The students learned about what goes into making 
a ‘core’ board, such as understanding what core versus 
fringe words are, and identifying what messages are most 
important to have access to,” Bigiolli explained. “They 
learned about why it is so important to support all types 
of communication, not just verbal.”

After learning about diverse communication needs, 
the students came up with an action plan to make a 
difference.

“If we all work together, we can make the world a 
welcoming and supportive place,” said Grade 7 student 

Blue Mountain students installed several communication boards around the school, including at both playgrounds.

See next page 

GRADE 7 INQUIRY PROJECT
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Victoria, and that’s what they hoped to do at the school 
with the boards.

The students went into different classes and taught 
lessons on the subject and installed communication 
boards in the classrooms. They then looked at the 
school’s communal areas and identified the playgrounds 
as high traffic areas that would benefit from the addition 
of communication boards for accessibility.

“Both playground areas are used by our students who 
require communication supports, so they were a natural 
fit for this project,” Tchoi said.

The students looked into different designs for the 
playground communication boards and ended up 
going with a design that had already been put together 
for Fairview Elementary, as it fit their vision for the 
space. They fundraised the money to purchase the large 
outdoor boards and installed them one month later.

“I hope that other districts and schools take this as an 
example for their schools, and that we have a positive 

impact on the future,” said Timothy, a student in the class.

Watching the students bring their vision to life was 
inspiring for the teachers.

“They truly delivered the essential message that 
communication is a right that everyone deserves access 
to,” Tchoi said. “These boards are a legacy of values 
and beliefs that I know these students will continue to 
spread.”

Bigiolli agreed, noting this is the first step in making a 
difference.

‘My hope is that the more we can educate this 
generation around communication diversity, the more 
normalized alternative communication becomes,” she 
explained.

Tripp says she’s proud of her students and hopes they 
can see the positive impact their efforts are having on the 
school community and will continue to have for years to 
come.

“They can be the voice of change,” she said.
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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON ERIC LANGTON 
ELEMENTARY EXPANSION IN MAPLE RIDGE
Students will soon have a new, seismically safer 

and expanded learning space as the replacement 
project begins at Eric Langton Elementary 

school.

“I’m proud that our government continues to 
make important investments in seismic upgrades 
and school expansions in B.C.,” said Rachna Singh, 
Minister of Education and Child Care. “Schools 
just like Eric Langton will offer safer, more spacious 
learning environments for years to come because of 
this government’s commitment to invest in growing 
communities.”

The province’s $46.4 million is on top of the school 
district’s contribution of $2.5 million, which will create 
215 additional seats and bring the school’s capacity to 
680. The school will be built to LEED gold standards 
and will also include energy-saving measures to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. A neighbourhood learning 
centre will be included in the seismic replacement and 
expansion project, which will be used to provide services, 
such as child care, and for community groups to deliver 
support services and programming in Maple Ridge.

“It’s very exciting to be breaking ground on a brand 

Led by Aboriginal support worker Katrina Haintz, Eric Langton students prepare to drum “My Ancestors,” gifted to the 
school by Katzie youth, Lilly Cunningham and Kiera Meunier.

See next page 
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Eric Langton students Cadu, Abigail, and Somi provide 
territorial acknowledgement.

Left to right: Minister of Education and Child Care Rachna 
Singh, MLA Bob D’Eith, Board Chairperson Elaine 
Yamamoto, and MP Lisa Beare with daughter Brinley.

new safer, bigger school at Eric Langton Elementary, 
which will be such an important addition to our 
community,” said Bob D’Eith, MLA for Maple Ridge-
Mission. “Investing in growing communities like Maple 
Ridge shows how committed our government is to 
supporting students and families throughout B.C.”

Throughout the design process, the school district 
worked with the Katzie First Nation to incorporate 
design elements that reflect Indigenous ways of knowing, 
such as the importance of storytelling, traditional 
ecological knowledge and local teachings, which will forge 
a genuine connection between the school and the land.

This project is part of the province’s work with B.C. 
school districts to provide students with access to 
seismically safe schools. Over the past seven years, the 
government of B.C. has announced seismic upgrades or 
replacements for 66 schools, ensuring over 35,000 more 
students are attending schools that are seismically safe 
with more than $1.6 billion from the province.

Since September 2017, the B.C. government has 
provided more than $4 billion for new and improved 
schools, as well as land purchases for future schools 
throughout the province. This has resulted in more than 
25,000 new student spaces and 35,000 seismically safe 
seats at B.C. schools.

Budget 2024 includes $3.75 billion for school capital 
projects over the next three years, including new and 
expanded schools, seismic upgrades and replacements, 
and land purchases for schools.





Throughout the school year, teacher-librarians, staff, and students shared 
weekly book recommendations to provide learning resources, foster literacy, 

and encourage a love of reading. The following pages include a roundup of all 
the #FridayReads recommendations from the 2023/24 school year.

#FRIDAYREADS ROUNDUP





#FRIDAYREADS ROUNDUP

District Highlights: 2023/24 | Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 79 

#FRIDAYREADS ROUNDUP
When We Were Alone by David A. Robertson and Julie Flett
Aboriginal Education teacher-librarian Alison Garneau
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation is on September 30th and this is my favourite 
picture book to read to students about the experiences of Indigenous people in 
residential schools. I think the simple honesty of David Robertson’s words, combined with 
the gentle illustrations by Julie Flett, work together to create a heartbreakingly beautiful 
story that is accessible to all ages. It is available to check out from the Aboriginal 
Education Library in French and English.
In this story, an Indigenous child is asking her grandmother questions about the colours 
she wears, the way she wears her hair long, the Cree words she speaks, and the family 
she spends time with. With each answer, the grandmother contrasts the way she grew 
up in her community to the way she had to live in residential school.  She explains to her 
granddaughter that she does the things she does now because she couldn’t do them 
when she was at school. 
This is a story that I love to explore deeply with students over several days. The grandmother’s 
answers for her granddaughter really prompt us to wonder about the ‘why’ when we think 
about residential schools and our journey for truth and reconciliation.

Gratitude is my Superpower by Alicia Ortego
Webster’s Corners Elementary teacher-librarian Lindsay Lane
One of my favourite series for teaching a growth mindset is My Superpower Values by 
Alicia Ortego. With Thanksgiving upon us, it is the perfect time of year to talk about 
gratitude so I am recommending the book Gratitude is my Superpower for children of 
all ages. This book shows us that happiness is in everyday things, both big and small.
Whenever little Betsy starts to feel upset, she pulls out her magic stone to see 
the bright side of things. For example, rain helps the plants grow and rivers flow. 
Eventually, Betsy is able to feel gratitude without the stone because she discovers that 
it comes from her heart. When Betsy notices others who are down, she makes sure to 
pass on a stone so they too can experience the magic of gratitude.
This book helps us appreciate our family, friends, and the world around us.
“Gratitude’s in all of us and all we have to do, is stop and think how thankful we are, 
instead of feeling blue!”

The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan Bradley
Garibaldi Secondary teacher-librarian Sharmila Miller
October is Women’s History Month in Canada and this book highlights women in STEM with a 
strong, independent, and intelligent female main character in Flavia de Luce. This book was 
originally gifted to me as a high school graduation gift from a friend. That summer, I read it, and 
didn’t look back as this book is the first in a wonderful series that follows Flavia through 10 novels!
When mysterious events start occurring, after a dead Jack Snipe bird is found on the doorstep 
with a Penny Black stamp on its beak, 11-year-old Flavia de Luce must leave the sanctuary 
of her beloved chemistry lab to discover the truth and clear her father’s name. Written by a 
Canadian author, Alan Bradley, this murder mystery features the 11-year-old female genius 
chemist and amateur sleuth, Flavia de Luce, who solves crimes using her extensive knowledge 
of poisons. I hope you enjoy Flavia as much as I have. 
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The Loud Librarian by Jenna Beatrice
Westview Secondary teacher-librarian Krystyna Eddy
October is Library Month and in B.C., we celebrate School Library Day on October 23. Students 
drop everything and read to celebrate the importance of literacy and school libraries.
I was so lucky to have been gifted this book last year and I fell in love with it because the 
main character, Penelope, and I are so similar. Everyone who meets me knows that I can 
be LOUD! So much so, that when I told my friends and family I wanted to be a librarian, 
they were shocked and even laughed! But guess what?! I have so many skills that make 
me a great librarian, including how loud I am. I hope you enjoy this book and its beautiful 
art as much as I do!
Penelope is a young person whose dream is to be a student-librarian helper for Ms. Berry, 
the school librarian. Penelope has been practicing all year to be an excellent helper in 
her school library.  There’s just one problem: Penelope is LOUD! So loud that the Earth 
shakes and they can hear her in space!  But when all hope of her dream seems to be lost, 
Penelope discovers she may have a gift that makes her perfect for her new role.
This book shows how sometimes the things about us that seem too much, or not good 
enough, may actually turn out to be the thing about us that others love and appreciate.

Stumpkin by Lucy Ruth Cummins
Harry Hooge Elementary teacher-librarian Fiona Bisset
There is so much to love about this story! I was attracted to Stumpkin by Lucy Ruth 
Cummins as soon as I laid eyes on it. The vintage-style illustrations remind me of 
the books I used to read as a child. The limited colour palette make the gorgeous 
orange pumpkins jump off the page. The human characters are set in silhouette, 
as part of the background, so that the real focus is on Stumpkin and its “facial” 
expressions. At its heart, Stumpkin is the gently told story of how it feels to be left 
out and what it really means to be “home.” I highly recommend this book!!
Stumpkin takes place near Halloween, on a busy city street market with lots of 
other pumpkins for sale. Stumpkin really wants to be chosen and taken home to be 
carved into a jack-o’-lantern.  It becomes increasingly sad, as one by one, the other 
pumpkins (and even a warty gourd) are bought instead, and set in the windows 
around the shop.  Even though Stumpkin is “a handsome pumpkin, as orange as a 
traffic cone and big as a basketball,” no one seems to want a stemless pumpkin. Will 
Stumpkin find a home in time for Halloween? 

For King and Kanata, The Corvette Navy, War on Our 
Doorstep, and The Regiment
Garibaldi Secondary teacher-librarian Keith Thomson
This November 8th and 11th, as we remember those who have fought and died 
for Canada over the years, I encourage you to pick up a book and find out a 
bit more of their story.  There are many books about the First World War and 
the Second World War, but until recently, there were not as many books talking 
about the Canadian role in these wars. This has been changing, though slowly, 
with the publication of some excellent histories by Canadian authors including 
Mark Zuehlke, Terry Copp, Tim Cook and J.J. Granatstein.

Continued on next page 
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The following four recommendations are a few of the 
lesser-known books available that touch upon some of the 
parts played by Canadian service persons and illustrate 
the range of Canadian involvement in both wars.
For King and Kanata by Timothy C. Winegard is about 
the experiences of Indigenous peoples in Canada during 
the First World War and the changes that followed when 
they returned home. This is particularly relevant for 
November 8th, Indigenous Veterans Day.
The Corvette Navy by James B. Lamb tells the Second 
World War stories of the Royal Canadian Navy and the 
Battle of the Atlantic. This is one of the most crucial theatres in the war, and one in which Canadians played a significant role. Lamb 
served as an officer on several corvettes, eventually commanding HMCS Camrose.
War on Our Doorstep by Brendan Coyle is the story of the war in the North Pacific from the Aleutian Islands invaded by the Japanese, 
the shelling of a Canadian lighthouse, the torpedoing of a Canadian ship in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and the balloon bombs that 
drifted across the Pacific.
The Regiment by Farley Mowat is the story of the Hastings and Prince Edward regiment in which Mowat served during the Italian 
campaign in the Second World War. This covers the regiment’s experience from the start of the war in Canada, the trip to Britain, 
the invasion of Sicily, and the fight up Italy (the Moro river, the Liri valley and the Gothic line) until the battalion was transferred to 
the First Canadian Army in Northwest Europe. This year is the 80th anniversary of the start of the Italian Campaign and I would 
encourage you to also read the histories of Canadian battles in Sicily, Ortona, Cassino, the Moro River and the Gothic line.

Binny’s Diwali by Thrity Umrigar
English Language Learners teacher Sukhdeep Birdi
Each year in mid-October to early-November, Sikh and Hindu communities 
around the world celebrate a festival called Diwali. This year it begins on 
November 12. Many of our students are South Asian and may celebrate this 
festival. Diwali means “rows of lighted lamps” and is commonly known as the 
“festival of lights.” Wherever Diwali is being celebrated, you will see shops, 
houses and public places decorated with lights and oil lamps, called diyas. 
People celebrate this festival by decorating their homes, making rangoli, sharing 
sweets, exchanging gifts, offering prayers, and enjoying festive fireworks. Diwali 
symbolizes light over darkness and is a joyful time of connecting with family and 
friends. Traditionally, this festival is celebrated over five days with each family 
celebrating this beautiful holiday in their own unique way.
I celebrate Diwali and as a teacher, I want my students to understand Diwali in 
a simple way and connect as closely as possible to the experiences that I share 
about my tradition.

Binny’s Diwali is a sweet story of one girl’s victory of goodness and light. Binny is tasked with sharing her favourite holiday, Diwali, 
with her class. Plans are set, jalebis and pedas are made, but when it comes time to present, Binny doesn’t know what to say. 
Remembering the guiding lights of the diyas, Binny overcomes her fear and shares the beauty of Diwali with her class. Binny shares 
her love of fireworks, sparklers, lighting diyas, giving gifts and making rangoli.
As an ELL teacher, I try to make sure I have lots of diverse books so that all my students are able to see themselves in the 
illustrations. This is a great story for your holiday collection. The illustrations are absolutely beautiful and each page shines with its 
own light. 

Continued from previous page 
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Our Table by Peter H. Reynolds
District teacher-librarian Leanne Dunbar
I love the story Our Table by Peter H. Reynolds because of its timely message to us all 
about the importance of spending time connecting with our loved ones. As we kick off the 
holiday season with Hanukkah, I am reminded of gathering around tables over the years 
with my family and loved ones, and the lasting importance of those connections.
This story opens with Violet alone at her family’s table. She notices everyone is too busy 
to come and sit with her. Gradually, the unused table disappears before her eyes, and 
Violet must find a way to get it back. She helps her family reconnect with each other 
as they build and gather around a new table. The message about the importance of 
connectedness is augmented by the beautiful watercolour illustrations done in Peter H. 
Reynold’s signature style. I hope you enjoy this story as much as I have.

The Christmassy Cactus by Beth Ferry
Albion Elementary teacher-librarian Jennifer Mountfort
Beth Ferry’s new picture book, The Christmassy Cactus, is a delightful story about 
an adorable tiny cactus who is excitedly waiting to be decorated when she sees 
her home being transformed for the Christmas season. She eagerly anticipates the 
moment when her little girl will add shimmering and sparkling things to her cactus 
spines, or twinkling, tinseling things like the giant pine tree in the living room. With 
each passing day, she becomes disheartened when her spines remain plain and 
unadorned. Her friend, Elephant, helps her continue to wish and believe in the magic 
of Christmas, even though she doesn’t feel like she’s a part of Christmas. In the end, 
her wish comes true in a very unexpected way!
This lovely book has sweet and enchanting illustrations by A.N. Kang. The little 
ones in our library thought the cactus was “very cute” and were very happy for her 
when her wish finally came true. They were very pleased she had her good friend, 
Elephant, so she wasn’t lonely. I loved this completely new and original holiday story 
that celebrates the special gift Tiny Cactus brings to Christmas. Beth Ferry is also the 
author of Stick and Stone, Stick and Stone Best Friends Forever, and The Scarecrow.

Elves are the Worst! by Alex Willan
Laity View Elementary teacher-librarian Natalie Clark
Elves are the Worst!, the fourth book in Alex Willan’s enchanting series, is an 
absolute delight from start to finish. With its vibrant illustrations and whimsical 
storytelling, this book is a true gem that will captivate readers of all ages.
Willan’s clever and humorous narrative takes a unique twist on the traditional 
portrayal of elves, showcasing their mischievous nature in a light-hearted 
and entertaining manner. The book’s underlying message of embracing our 
differences and celebrating the magic of friendship is beautifully conveyed, 
making it a perfect read aloud for children and adults alike.
Whether you’re a fan of the series or discovering it for the first time, Elves are 
the Worst! is sure to leave you with a smile on your face and a warm feeling in 
your heart.
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The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires
District helping teacher for Grade 6/7 inquiry, K-7 numeracy, and ADST 
(applied design, skills and technologies), Yas Mann
The Most Magnificent Thing, by British Columbian author Ashley Spires, is a classic for 
a reason! This book shows us that sometimes making something magnificent is harder 
than you think it will be. Creating and inventing can be frustrating and maddening, and 
you may even want to give up on the whole idea, but in the end, creating is always worth 
it. The feeling of taking an idea from your brain and turning it into a real life invention, 
artwork, or piece of writing is what is truly magnificent!
I love this book and have used it for many years when introducing STEM and ADST 
concepts to students of all ages. Pictures books are truly for every age and grade level. 
Readers and listeners love the way that Ashley tells the story with humour and honesty 
so everyone can relate to the experience of creating and inventing. Of course, it always 
helps when there is an adorable furry sidekick to help tell the story.
I hope you get inspired to be creative on Kid Inventors’ Day this January 17.

When the Stars Came Home by Brittany Luby
Deputy Superintendent Cheryl Schwarz
As we celebrated education around the world this week, we also expressed gratitude for 
the diverse cultures woven into our school communities. Each day, we have the privilege 
of learning side by side with individuals from various backgrounds and it is through the 
stories we share that we deepen our connections.
When the Stars Came Home is a beautifully illustrated book that explores the significance 
of storytelling and tradition, emphasizing the idea that one carries the essence of home 
even when relocating to a new place. Like the main character, Ojiig, I also left the town 
where I grew up and moved to B.C.
The quilt created for him by his mother evokes cherished memories of a quilt I made with 
my grandmother. I remember hanging on to every word of the stories she shared with 
me while we carefully stitched each piece of fabric together. You carry that feeling of 
home with you wherever you may live or adventure. I hope readers experience the same 
warmth that I did from the book.

Pies from Nowhere: How Georgia Gilmore Sustained the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott by Dee Romito
Edith McDermott Elementary teacher-librarian Krista Kong
This picture book tells the story of Georgia Gilmore, an important figure in the civil 
rights movement whose role isn’t widely known. 
Pies from Nowhere takes place in the United States, when Black people in 
Montgomery, Alabama, boycotted the buses to protest segregation, following the 
arrest of Rosa Parks.
Georgia was a cook at the National Lunch Company at the time and when she found 
out about the boycott, she immediately jumped into action. She used her skills as a 
cook to organize the “Club from Nowhere,” a group of women who baked pies and 

Continued on next page 
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Sam and the Lucky Money by Karen Chinn
Highland Park Elementary teacher Yin Tsia
Sam and the Lucky Money by Karen Chinn is one of my favourite books 
to read during the Lunar New Year. The story is beautifully depicted with 
its vibrant watercolours capturing the boy’s emotions and the Chinatown 
backdrop. Reading this book brings back fond memories from my own 
childhood, when I accompanied my mom as we explored the bustling 
streets of Chinatown. 
The author skillfully integrates cultural elements and language, exploring 
the boy’s compassion as he gives his New Year’s money (hóngbāo/lai 
see) to a homeless man. The book highlights important themes such as 
empathy, compassion and kindness.
I believe showing characters from different backgrounds, cultures and 
perspectives in books fosters a richer, more inclusive reading experience. 
It provides readers with a broader understanding of the world and 
promotes empathy by showcasing diverse voices and experiences. This 
book does a lovely job of that.

A Family Is a Family Is a Family by Sara O’Leary
Kanaka Creek Elementary teacher-librarian Jodie Nagy
A Family Is a Family Is a Family, a picture book written by Sara O’Leary and 
illustrated by Qin Leng, is a playful and amusing look at the diverse families that 
make up our communities. I love this book because it prompts us to think about 
those people who mean the most to us. It’s a great read-aloud choice to celebrate 
Family Day!
When the teacher in the story poses the question, “What makes your family special?” 
each student shares how their family is different and unique. We learn that there is 
a great deal of variety when it comes to ‘the family unit,’ including blended families, 
foster families, families with two moms or two dads, families with parents living 
apart, culturally diverse families, and families with disabilities. We also learn that, 
regardless of what a family looks like, all families are special and that caring about 
each other is the most important part. 
This story is best suited for kindergarten to Grade 3 audiences and aligns with B.C.’s 
curriculum, under the positive personal and cultural identity core competency.  It’s 
also a great choice to spark conversations at home with your children.

other food to sell in support of the movement. The money raised helped pay 
for a carpooling system they could use while boycotting the buses to keep the 
movement going.
Even though Georgia wasn’t in the spotlight herself, she was still able to 
support the movement in a significant way. 
As we learn about the life of Georgia Gilmore this Black History Month, we are 
reminded how one person can make a big difference in their community and 
spark change.

Continued from previous page 
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The Kindness Book by Todd Parr
Blue Mountain Elementary teacher-librarian Amanda Terris
On Pink Shirt Day, we look at ways to be kinder and more inclusive towards everyone we 
meet. The littlest gesture of kindness towards another person can make them feel seen 
and less alone and that’s something we should remember on Pink Shirt Day and every 
other day of the year.
“What is kindness?” This is the essential question and theme of The Kindness Book by 
Todd Parr. Parr uses his trademark inclusive colours in his illustrations to make every 
reader feel comfortable and seen in this book. Throughout the book, there are simple 
examples of what kindness is that show you can find kindness almost anywhere. 
Kindness is helping your family, friends, community, and even yourself.
I think the most important thing that Todd Parr tells us in The Kindness Book is that 
“kindness is free.”  If we remember that it doesn’t cost anything to be kind, and that 
kindness can brighten someone’s day, then we can all make the world a kinder place.

Seven Special Somethings: A Nowruz Story by Adib Khorram
SD42 settlement worker Shabnam Momtahen
Nowruz is a celebration of the arrival of spring and the new year. “Now” means new and 
“ruz” means day. This year, it falls on March 19.
The haftseen table is one of the main features of the holiday and it’s a display of seven 
items that start with the letter “S”. In the book, Seven Special Somethings: A Nowruz Story 
by Adib Khorram, the items displayed on the table are symbols of rebirth, wealth, health, 
beauty, bravery, sunshine, and patience.
Like Kian, I also helped my parents set up the haftseen table in our home, and I often 
added more items to the table for good luck. Kian is keen to add his cat, Sonny, to the 

Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley
Thomas Haney Secondary teacher-librarian Megan Fulgueras
On this International Women’s Day, I highly recommend Angeline Boulley’s 
Firekeeper’s Daughter, a young adult thriller, to readers in our district.
Daunis Fontaine, a recent high school graduate, has deep connections to both her 
late father’s large Ojibwe community and her mother’s small European family. Shortly 
after witnessing her best friend’s murder, Daunis becomes an undercover informant 
for the FBI. As she finds herself in extraordinary circumstances and comes to terms 
with the trauma she experiences, Daunis is surrounded by an amazing, supportive 
community of women.
Daunis’ amazing scientific mind, knowledge of Ojibwe medicine, and incredible 
determination make her an intriguing protagonist. Firekeeper’s Daughter explores 
difficult topics while engaging readers in an action-packed plot. The book itself is an 
example of perseverance; Angeline Boulley has noted that she spent 10 years writing 
this award-winning novel. 
Readers here at Thomas Haney often comment that they couldn’t put the book 
down. Many Thomas Haney students have read this book as part of their English First 
Peoples 11 curriculum in recent years.

Continued on next page 
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Night of the Moon: A Muslim Holiday Story by Hena Khan
Glenwood Elementary student Alishba Zeeshan
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic lunar calendar. This year, the holy month 
of Ramadan began on March 10 and ended on April 9, 2024. 
I adore the feelings of love and joy it brings to families as people come together. 
During Ramadan, you fast from sunrise (suhoor) to sunset (iftar). Although it is 
sometimes difficult to fast, it is a reminder to be grateful for the food you have and 
to practice patience. As a little kid, I simply couldn’t wait to fast for the first time and 
I was thrilled with my first experience.
I recommend the book Night of the Moon: A Muslim Holiday Story by Hena Khan 
because it covers all the main points of Ramadan, such as praying, fasting, 
donating, family dinners, and gift-giving. It shows how Ramadan is more than not 
eating and drinking. It also talks about Eid, my favourite holiday!
Eid al-Fitr is a celebration after the last day of Ramadan where families get 
together and exchange money and gifts, wear beautiful traditional clothing, and eat 
mouthwatering foods.
My favourite part of this book is how it shows the phases of the moon as the month progresses. I also love how relatable it is to my 
experience with the parties and mehndi (henna) designs. I hope you enjoy it as much as I have, and maybe learn something new 
about this wonderful holiday in the process.

Maya & Neel’s India Adventure Series, Book 7: Let’s 
Celebrate Vaisakhi! Punjab’s Spring Harvest Festival by 
Ajanta Chakraborty and Vivek Kumar
English Language Learners teacher Harjit Chauhan
Let’s Celebrate Vaisakhi! Punjab’s Spring Harvest Festival by Ajanta 
Chakraborty and Vivek Kumar is a delightful story that captures the essence 
of Vaisakhi. Siblings Maya and Neel along with their pet squirrel, Chintu, travel 
to Punjab, India, to visit their chacha (uncle) and chachi’s (aunt) farm. While 
helping out at the farm, the children learn about the harvest, Punjabi, food, 
bhangra, music, outfits, and Sikh traditions. Members of the community join in 
to help, and at the end of the day, they all celebrate with a Vaisakhi parade.
Weaved throughout the story is the recurring message that when people work 
together and help each other out, it boosts productivity and creates a happy 
atmosphere.

Continued on next page 

table but his cat wrecks it. He decides to create a new haftseen table, and as he 
quickly zooms around his house in search of items that begin with the letter “S”, he 
discovers that the items are connected to the relationships he has with his family. 
Kian learns that family and happiness are the true meaning of Nowruz.
Some of the best memories of my childhood are dressing up for Nowruz, jumping 
over a fire for Chaharshanbe Suri, visiting our loved ones, and receiving Eidi, which 
is the tradition of gifting money to children.

Continued from previous page 
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I love the beautiful examples in this story as my parents come from a farming 
background in Punjab and I grew up enjoying the colourful traditions of 
Vaisakhi. I recommend this story as a springboard for the study of the plant 
cycle, agriculture, spring festivals and local farming in Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows. Vaisakhi takes place on April 13 or 14 annually. This year it fell on 
April 13, 2024.

Continued from previous page 

Butterfly Park by Elly MacKay
Alexander Robinson Elementary teacher-librarian Anita Neufeld 
As a gardener, I am passionate about pollinators! Often overlooked, these small 
creatures are vital to our existence here on Earth and I am in awe of their diversity.
I chose Butterfly Park for an Earth Day read because it is a beautiful mentor text that 
shows how a community can come together to ‘green up’ an urban environment. The 
illustrations in this book are also intricate and diverse.
Butterfly Park is the story of a girl who moves from the country to the city and finds 
she misses the green spaces, wildlife and especially the butterflies of her home. She 
finds Butterfly Park and waits with anticipation for the butterflies, but they don't come.
It isn't until she comes together with her new community and they commit to noticing 
the small, overlooked things that they begin to rewild the landscape and bring back 
the butterflies. In the process, she finds she is starting to belong as well. 

Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo
Samuel Robertson Technical teacher-librarian Adria Schafer 
In honour of April being Poetry Month, I picked a novel written in the style of 
a poem by Elizabeth Acevedo. Her novel in verse powerfully explores grief, 
complicated family relationships and forgiveness, as two teens navigate family 
secrets and tragedy.
Clap When You Land pays tribute to the American Airlines flight 587 tragedy 
and reflects the pain, anguish, and heartbreak that was felt throughout the 
Dominican community after the crash.
Camino lives in the Dominican Republic and Yahaira lives in New York. Both have 
no idea that the other exists, or that their shared father was living two lives, until 
their father is lost in a plane crash. Told in alternating perspectives, we learn 
the secrets, lies, and pain that binds these two young women together as they 
navigate mourning their father, meeting each other for the first time, and the 
struggles they face in their lives.
This is a fantastic read that is beautifully written as it explores sometimes 
difficult topics. Samuel Robertson Technical students enjoy the unique 
experience of reading a novel in verse, and soon learn to follow the rhythm 
and flow of the book. Our students have also enjoyed other books by Elizabeth 
Acevedo, including The Poet X (also written in verse) and With the Fire on High. 
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A Day with Yayah by Nicola I. Campbell (K-5), Missing Nimama by Melanie Florence (Gr. 5+), and
Highway of Tears by Jessica McDiarmid (Gr. 11+)
Aboriginal support worker Melinda Mouland and c̓əsqəneləc̓əsqənelə  Elementary teacher-librarian Janet Smith

Red Dress Day is held every May 5th to remember and honour the missing 
and murdered Indigenous women, girls and two-spirited people across 
Canada. Red dresses are displayed in public spaces to raise awareness 
and serve as a visual reminder of the violence and the lives lost.
After a conversation with Alysha Collie, a Coast Salish artist and 
educational storyteller, cə̓sqənelə Elementary began teaching and 
learning around Red Dress Day with increasing bravery, honesty and 
intention. Alysha helped us understand the lingering brutal effects of 
Canada’s colonial racism and genocide from the female perspective. 
This topic can be addressed with care in all grades, from K to 12. In the 
early grades, we can begin by teaching about the importance of loving 
and caring for each other and connecting to family and community. We 
suggest A Day with Yayah by Nicola I. Campbell for students in K-5 to 
support this learning.

Teaching about systemic racism and the ongoing effects of the residential school system in the intermediate grades and high school 
can lead to learning and understanding of more complicated topics such as gender-based violence and femicide. These are topics 
many adults do not fully understand as they were not included in our own education. 
For students in Grade 5 and higher, we suggest Missing Nimama by Melanie Florence and for those in Grade 11 or 12, we suggest 
Highway of Tears by Jessica McDiarmid. Both these books should be used with supports available for anyone who may be triggered 
by their content.
We also recommend that all adults read Jessica McDiarmid’s Highway of Tears to grow their own understanding.

The Lost Dumpling and Be You, Mandu! by Kirstin Hepburn
Highland Park Elementary English Language Learners teacher Leah Kitamura and Grade 5 international 
student Addison H.
May is Asian Heritage Month, and at Highland Park Elementary, 
we are exploring some noteworthy Canadians with Asian heritage. 
One local role model is Gina Chong, who started the annual BC 
Dumpling Festival that takes place every summer at Lafarge Lake 
in Coquitlam. She was inspired to create the festival to celebrate 
our diverse community and bring together families, friends, and 
neighbours from various cultures to share food, entertainment and 
laughter.
At Highland Park Elementary, we are having our third annual World 
Culture Day on May 24, 2024. It's a celebration of cultural diversity 
with songs, speeches, and interactive language activities, and 
this year, we will also be offering a dumpling tasting! This makes 
Kirstin Hepburn's dumpling series (The Lost Dumpling and Be 
You, Mandu!) the perfect books to read, with its diverse group of 
characters represented by dumpling foods from across the world.
One of my students, Addison, likes the cute characters and the book's message of being proud of yourself and who you are.
"I think with these books, we can learn about other cultures and their traditions around food,” she said. “I also want other people to 
know about Korean culture.” Addison is looking forward to celebrating World Culture Day.
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The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi
Glenwood Elementary teacher-librarian Michiyo Watanabe

The Name Jar is a touching and uplifting story about a little girl named Unhei who has 
just moved to America from Korea and is trying to find a way to fit into her new world. 
When Unhei shares her name with some of the other kids on the school bus, they 
struggle to pronounce it because it's unfamiliar to them. When Unhei arrives to school 
and her teacher asks her what her name is, she feels so embarrassed that she tells 
her class she will choose a new English name.
Her new classmates help out by filling a glass jar with different names like Daisy 
and Tamela, but when she reads the names, none of them feel right to her. With 
the help of her family and some new friends, she's reminded of the beauty and 
meaning of her own name. In the end, she realizes the best name for her is her 
own: Unhei, which means "grace."
I chose The Name Jar for Asian Heritage Month because it helps us understand what 
it means to move to a new place from another country. It can be hard to fit into a new 
world at the beginning and unfamiliar names can be challenging for English speakers. 
But if newcomers feel like they have to change or hide their heritage, they lose 
something important in the process. 
This book helps us appreciate the value of our culture and teaches us to be proud of our 
heritage. It teaches us to have an open mind and be willing to accept people’s different 
backgrounds and birth names, even if they are unfamiliar. In that way, we all gain. 

Prince & Knight by Daniel Haack
Yennadon Elementary teacher-librarian Candace White 
Who doesn't love a fairytale? This one has everything!
A king and queen looking for a princess for their son, the prince, to help rule his vast 
kingdom.
A terrible dragon wreaking havoc on a kingdom.
A prince rushing to save his people.
A fearless knight racing to the rescue.
A prince and a knight that fall in love and get married.
Wait... what? The prince doesn't marry a princess? And everyone is just... OK 
with that? Well, yes! The prince and knight meet during the battle and fall in love, 
knowing that they are simply meant for each other.
The king, queen, and indeed, the entire kingdom are incredibly happy for them and 
celebrate the couple's love without question or hesitation. Because that is the way 
love should be celebrated and that is why I chose this book!
Yes, the illustrations and rhyming text are fun, and some may see this as a "twist" on 
a classic fairytale, but I see it as so much more.
This is a book where people simply and readily accept everyone's choice of what 
love means to them and that is powerful. Everyone deserves that respect and 
acceptance. As we have all heard by now, "love is love."
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Be a Good Ancestor by Leona Prince and Gabrielle Prince
Aboriginal Education acting vice principal Joseph Martin 
I picked one of my all-time favourite picture books, Be a Good Ancestor, illustrated 
by Carla Joseph, in celebration of National Indigenous History Month this June.
Each stunningly illustrated page reminds us of our interconnectedness to all life, the 
ecosystem, and Mother Earth. Be a Good Ancestor reminds us of our personal and 
social responsibility to respect the land and each other through our thoughts, words, 
and actions.  
This is an excellent classroom resource for teaching the Personal and Social Core 
Competency through an Indigenous worldview that reinforces First Peoples/
Indigenous Principles of Learning within a circle pedagogy framework. 

The Tree House that Jack Built by Bonnie Verburg and 
Mark Teague
Hammond Elementary teacher-librarian Kristen Power 
Summer is on the way! I chose The Tree House that Jack Built because, to 
me, summer represents creativity, imagination, and having fun. Summer is 
a time to celebrate creating stories, making memories, and enjoying the 
outside world.
In his tree house, Jack is surrounded by nature and animals. His 
interactions with his surroundings lead to amazing experiences that help 
shape him. Summer is such a great time to be outdoors, have fun, and 
make meaningful memories just like Jack.

Walking Together by Elder Dr. Albert D. Marshall and Louise 
Zimanyi, illustrated by Emily Kewageshig
Aboriginal Education district principal Kathleen Anderson
Walking Together is a wonderful book celebrating the brilliance of the land and waters 
that can guide and nurture humans of all ages.
With artistic flair capturing the 6 Rs of Indigenous World Views, I enjoy the images 
of respect, relevance, reciprocity, responsibility, relationships, and resiliency. Every 
time I read this book, I am reminded of something powerful like the words on the last 
page: "When we walk together in a good way, we learn to know the world through 
two eyes." A powerful message of hope.
National Indigenous Peoples Day is on June 21 of each year.
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Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 is located on the shared traditional and unceded territories of 
Katzie First Nation and Kwantlen First Nation. We recognize all First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students and families 
in our schools and community, and celebrate the many different cultures of which our school district is composed.

Dear graduating class of 2024,

Congratulations on reaching this significant 
milestone in your academic journey. 

Throughout your educational endeavors, I trust 
you have embraced opportunities to discover your 
strengths, passions, and the boundless potential 
within you. These experiences have equipped you 
with the determination and courage to confront the 
challenges that lie ahead.

May the knowledge, confidence, and humility you 
have cultivated serve as pillars upon which you 
build your future endeavors. As you embark on new 
chapters, may you do so with a clear vision of the 
person you aspire to become and the positive impact 
you wish to impart on the world.

Thank you for entrusting us with a part of your 
educational journey. As you commence this new chapter, 
remember that the possibilities are limitless, and the 
world eagerly awaits the mark you will leave upon it.

Congratulations once again, and best wishes for the future.

Teresa Downs, 
Superintendent of Schools

Congratulations to the class of 2024! 

As you reach the end of your high school journey, we 
celebrate your achievements and the perseverance you 
have shown. This moment marks the culmination of 
years of dedication and learning, and reflects all your 
hard work and resilience.

Consider the experiences and friendships that have 
shaped you and let them guide you as you move 
forward. Your ideas, energy, and commitment have the 
power to influence the world in meaningful ways. 

We have great faith in your ability to navigate the 
future with confidence and to leave a positive mark 
on your communities. Pursue your dreams with 
determination and continue to seek out knowledge 
and growth. 

Congratulations class of 2024. On behalf of the 
Board of Education, we celebrate your achievements 
and look forward to seeing the impact you will make. 

Elaine Yamamoto, 
Board Chairperson
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