School District 42 ™ ITEM 12

Maple Ridge & Pitt Meadows

To: Board of Education From: Trustee
Elaine Yamamoto

Re: TRUSTEE MOTION: SPECIAL Date: January 17, 2024
FUNDING FOR ADULT (Public Board Meeting)
GRADUATION PROGRAMS AT
CORRECTIONAL CENTRES

Decision

RATIONALE:

The original motion was submitted to the cancelled 2020 BCSTA AGM and subsequently passed
by the October 2020 BCSTA Provincial Council. Both the Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Public Safety and Solicitor General have agreed to the need for the funding; however,
progress seems to have stalled. Four years will have passed for the resubmission of this motion
to the 2024 BCSTA AGM.

BACKGROUND:

Work toward establishing sustainable and comprehensive funding for the much-needed adult
graduation education programs in our correctional facilities began while the system was
experiencing and recovering from the COVID pandemic. Then Minister of Education, Jennifer
Whiteside, and Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, Mike Farnworth, were both in
agreement that our most vulnerable and at-risk benefit from participation in education and that
experiencing academic success has a significant positive impact on future outcomes. The
intrinsic value of supporting adults of all backgrounds in their journey to complete school was
recognized.

On March 29, 2022 Minister Farnworth stated that work continued on “the funding model review
to examine the funding and resources required to support vulnerable learners with life-altering
educational opportunities.”

Securing funding to districts for the 2024/25 school year would provide educators with the
necessary resources to design effective, sustainable programs and continue encouraging

inmate participation.

RECOMMENDATION:

THAT the Board approve the following motion for submission to the 2024 B.C. School
Trustees Association Annual General Meeting:

"THAT BCSTA request the Minister of Education and Child Care and the Minister of
Public Safety and Solicitor General to provide an update on the funding model review
to examine the funding and resources required to support vulnerable learners in our
correctional centres with life-altering educational opportunities.”
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Motion as Adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the BCSTA request the Minister of Education and Child Care and the Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General
provide an update on the review of the funding and resources, and next steps in supporting learners in our provincial
correctional centres.

Motion as Presented:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the BCSTA request the Minister of Education and Child Care and the Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor
General provide an update on the review of the funding and resources, and next steps in supporting learners in
our provincial correctional centres.

Rationale:

A similar motion was submitted to the cancelled 2020 BCSTA AGM and subsequently passed by the October 2020
BCSTA Provincial Council. Both the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General have
agreed to the need for the funding; however, progress seems to have stalled.

Work toward establishing sustainable and comprehensive funding for the much-needed adult graduation education
programs in our correctional facilities began while the system was experiencing and recovering from the COVID
pandemic. Then Minister of Education, Jennifer Whiteside, and Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, Mike
Farnworth, were both in agreement that our most vulnerable and at-risk benefit from participation in education and that
experiencing academic success has a significant positive impact on future outcomes. The intrinsic value of supporting
adults of all backgrounds in their journey to complete school was recognized.

On March 29, 2022 Minister Farnworth stated that work continued on “the funding model review to examine the funding
and resources required to support vulnerable learners with life-altering educational opportunities.”

Securing funding to districts for the 2024/25 school year would provide educators with the necessary resources to design
effective, sustainable programs and continue encouraging inmate participation.
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